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Bird DroppingsBird DroppingsBird DroppingsBird Droppings    

 
UPCOMING MEETING DATES: 
JANUARY 25th ---– FOURTH SUNDAY 
FEBRUARY 22nd – FOURTH SUNDAY 
MARCH 22nd -----– FOURTH SUNDAY 
 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
� Non Profit club with members throughout the 

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just 
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, 
exhibitors, all are welcome. 

� Support scholarships for avian vet students 
� Yearly Bird Fair 
� Club Library for members 
� Grooming available 
� Avian rescue/relocation programs 
� Monthly meetings with programs of interest to 

members. 
� Monthly newsletter 
� Periodic Service projects 
� Field Trips 
� Educational Programs upon request 
� Save molted feathers for craft projects 
� Make-it-take-it workshops 
    And more……. 
 
Come join us and have your feathers preened by 
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 
 
 

 
 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary – Lanah Harris 734-229-0393 
 Email –lanahh@comcast.net 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517 
 Email – gtromblay174035mi@comcast.net 
 Mary Perva – 734-207-0489 
 Rosemary Medve-313-593-4386 

   

 
 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE 
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN 
IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 

 
Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  
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Steve Plafchan is doing the newsletter.  All ads and 
articles will be due the 1st of the month for 
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, 
Livonia MI 48150 or email to 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com. 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
� Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 

bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

� Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
� When bringing companion birds to club 

meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 

� Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) 
before you leave. 

 

CLUB WELFARE 
Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one. 
 

MEMBERS UPDATE 
 

The following members have been 
hospitalized this past month.  Linda Cates had back 
surgery in early November. Brenda Dubiel 
underwent a kidney transplant right after we saw 
her at the Pet Expo.  Lanah Harris had a complete 
knee replacement while we were enjoying the Pet 
Expo.   Lance Knudson suffered a stroke.  He is 
now at home and is expected to make a full 
recovery.  Tanya O’Connor has undergone some 
additional surgery and is currently recuperating at 
her home. 

Please keep these members in your 
thoughts and prayers this month and wish all of 
them speedy and complete recoveries.  
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly snack list 
JANUARY – Dave & Tammy & Volunteers  
Volunteers are needed to bring a dish 
 Help! 
FEBRUARY – volunteers? 
MARCH – volunteers? 
 
 

From the prez: 

 

�������� �
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 Can you believe it is 2009 already, 
where does the time go?  It seems like just 
a few short years ago we were forming 
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club.  Fast forward 
to the present and look at how our club 
has grown, it is just fantastic.  We have so 
many new members who are passionate 
about their feathered kids and ready to 
jump in with both feet to help out, it’s just 
wonderful, I love it.  This passion has also 
changed our meetings for the better it has 
made them more dynamic and has added a 
new spark to the club.  This spark is 
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noticed by everyone who encounters us, 
be it at a pet expo or an educational 
function.  They can not only see it but feel 
it as well.  I have had the club described as 
a force of nature and this was meant in a 
good way.  It was told to me that we bring 
a sense of joy and excitement to everyone 
we meet and it stays with them.  In other 
words, we make a good impression and 
people remember us, and do they ever 
remember us.  I can not tell you how many 
times I have been somewhere and a 
person will say, “Hey, you’re with that bird 
club we saw at the expo or the bird fair 
you guys were awesome”.  They remember 
us because we treat everyone equally and 
we try not to leave anyone out, believe me 
it leaves an impression, a very big 
impression and this is why people 
remember us.  So as we approach a brand 
spanking New Year let us continue to 
make our club one that is dynamic and 
growing like it is now and continues to be. 

I also need to mention the December 
Meeting and I need to stress the Burrr part 
of it, boy it was cold.  This did not keep 
people away, we still had a load of fun and 
a load of Christmas cheer.  With all the 
good food, friends and fun we kept the 
winter chill out and the warmth of just all 
around fun in.  There are several things we 
do very well, eating and having fun are at 
the top of the list, (notice how I put eating 
first).  We have the best eats at all of our 
meetings and Christmas is no exception 
no one walks away hungry and the choice 
is incredible, we know how to do it right!!!  
Also, it is the clubs 12th birthday in January 

so happy birthday to us and do not forget 
it is election time as well.  So as we face 
2009 let’s continue to make it better than 
the last. I know we can do it you guys are 
the best!!!! 
 
                                 Until Next Time 
                                   Your Prez 
                                       Dave 
 
 

Voice of the Veep 
 

 Burrrrrr!  Was it ever 
cold on the day of our 

Christmas party and in spite of 
that problem we still had a great turnout.  This 
is a testament to the energy of our club and its 
members.  Although the outside temperature 
was 4 degrees with wind chills below zero 
inside at our meeting it was warm with loads 
of good food and great company.  This is what 
I like so much about the club: nothing can 
stop us from sharing the love of our birds with 
each other.  
 December was a very busy month for 
the club with the Christmas party, the Rio Bird 
Fair, and the Pet Adoption fair all taking place 
within a nine day span.  In spite of this 
compact schedule the response and support 
from everyone was wonderful.  We had a great 
turnout of members and birds at both shows 
and, well, the Christmas party speaks for 
itself.  Every member of this club deserves a 
pat on the back for all their help from 
attending shows to participating in the 
monthly rescue raffles.  This is what brings 
donations into our rescue and allows us to pay 
for veterinary bills and foster care.  Thank you 
one and all. 
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 This month we are having the annual 
elections and our yearly dues need to be paid.  
If you plan on attending the meeting you will 
be able to pay your dues there, if you can’t 
attend please remember to mail your dues to 
the Rainbow Feathers Bird Club at P.O. Box 
1587 Garden City, MI 48135.  Membership 
rates are as follows $15 single $20 dual $25 
family $30 business.  
              I’ll see you at the meeting 
                 Your Veep 
                     Steve 

 
 
 

   
Crossing the Rainbow 
Bridge 
 We want to extend our 
sympathies to Ginger, who was 
Pepper’s mom, on his passing.  

You may recall Pepper was an African Gray 
rescued last month who succumbed to fatty 
liver complications shortly after entering our 
rescue.  Though Pepper’s time with us was 
short he was loved and will always be fondly 
remembered. Soar high little dude, fly free 
with the gray birds. You will be missed and 
forever loved. 
 

 

CAPTAINS 

CORNER 
 
  

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!  To all my 
feathered buddies and their pet humans; 
did you have a good holiday?  I hope Santa 
Birdie was good to everybody.  There were 
still some things that my companion 
humans did that I didn’t quite understand.  

I contacted Pookie on my Blackbirdie and 
she cleared them up. 
First on my list was Eggnog.  When Pookie 
told me it was actually made with eggs I 
went eeeeewwww, and then she said they 
put other stuff in it that makes humans 
goofy.  Well I texted back to her, my 
humans must drink the stuff year round 
because they’re goofy all the time 
especially the one with the shiny head.  
Then I asked about the thing with all the 
glittery toys and the lights hanging from it, 
you know, the thing we are not allowed to 
touch.  “Oh”, she replied they call that a 
Christmas tree it’s supposed to be a 
decoration and not to be played with.  
What good is that?  If you can’t destroy it 
what’s the sense.  She agreed with me 
wholeheartedly on that one.  The only part 
I understood was the whole present thing.   
It was fun getting some new toys and 
giving Pookie her own Blackbirdie was fun 
for me also.  To all my feathered friends 
who are interested in getting a blackbirdie 
of their own: go to Wingular Wireless 
where the technology flies and tell them 
Captain Morgan sent you.  You’ll get a 
discount on your purchase for a really 
“cheep” price.  All in all I think I like this 
thing they call the Holiday Season but you 
can leave me out when you have to kiss 
someone if they are standing under a 
hanging weed.  Pookie said it was called 
Mistletoe but any thing that has kissing 
and toes in it just turns my tummy, Yuk! 
Well my thanks to Pookie for clearing 
things up for me and I’ll see what I can 
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come up with for her in next months 
newsletter. 
                                              Cheers 
                                       Captain Morgan   
 
     

Out and About with 
Pookie 

 
 To my feathered 

club members I say “excellent job, well 
done” you did it!  You convinced all your 
companion humans to make some excellent 
bird friendly dishes for the Christmas party 
pot luck.  I especially enjoyed the 
mostaccioli and the cream puffs but 
everything I sampled was very tasty.  Sadly 
though our work is not finished we have to 
keep up the effort we can’t afford to slack 
off.  Please, allow me to explain. 
 Last month we attended the Rio Bird 
Fair and the Pet Adoption Fair and as usual 
Steve and Dave were taking all the credit 
again.  How?  I ask the entire feathered club 
contingency, how our pet humans can 
continue to be so smug.  It was us: Captain 
Morgan, Whinny, and Angel, Sparky, JB, 
and myself that made these events a success 
not them.  We did all the hand hopping and 
snuggling, we had to endure the scratches 
and scritches not them.  However when the 
show ended who was giving themselves 
high fives and accolades?  Harrumph I say!  
The question is rhetorical, it was them!  To 
all my feathered club members I say; “we 
have to bring these injustices to an end.”  
Hints just don’t seem to get through to them, 
we do all the work and they take all the 
credit. 

I however, have a plan but we must 
keep it secret.  The problem is that when I 
write in this column about what we should 
do our companion humans read our 

intentions and manage to foil them.  This 
time I have a better idea.  I will be 
contacting all of you with a coded message 
using my new blackbirdie (thanks Captain) 
or by b-e-mail (birdie e-mail).  It will 
contain all of the plan details along with 
when and how to implement it.  Take care to 
keep it a secret; pet humans might be a bit 
slow and easy to manipulate but I think 
they’re smarter than they seem sometimes.  

                   See you at the meeting 
                   Chirps and Squawks 
                            Pookie 

 

 

BIRD FAIR 

 
Our bird fair is coming 
up in May, so bring your 

ideas and think of what area 
you would like to help out in.  We 

need a lot of help for our one fundraiser of 
the year and any time you can be there is 
greatly appreciated.  You do not have to be 
there all day, but any time you can help out 
is fine.  There will be a sign-up sheet at the 
upcoming meetings, so start thinking of what 
you would like to do to help at the fair. 
 
 
 

 
A REMINDER 

Our dues are due by January 
31st.  Checks should be made out 
to RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD 
CLUB. Please pay them at the 
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January meeting or by mail to 
Tammy Carol at Rainbow Feathers 
Bird Club, PO Box 1587, Garden 
City MI  48135. 
 

 
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 

to: 
DONNA RUBY                                  FEB  3 
KATRINA STANO   FEB. 19 
DEBBIE JAMIESON   FEB. 20 
 
 

Annual 

elections 
The annual elections will be 
held at our January meeting.  
We will be voting on a 

President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Trustee.  Any member in good standing is 
eligible to fill any one of these offices.  To help 
you decide who you think would best fill these 
offices, the following is a brief guide to their 
duties: 
PRESIDENT:PRESIDENT:PRESIDENT:PRESIDENT:  The President shall preside at all 
meetings of the Club, see that the bylaws are 
enforced, call such meetings as are needed, 
and be responsible for the execution of all 
motions passed by the members.  The 
President shall also be public relations 
administrator and liaison between the Club 
and all other groups. 

VICE PRESIDENT:   VICE PRESIDENT:   VICE PRESIDENT:   VICE PRESIDENT:   The Vice President shall 
assume the President’s responsibilities in the 
absence or disability of the President, keep 
constantly informed of Club activities, and 
shall be responsible for special programs and 
social events.    
SECRETARY:SECRETARY:SECRETARY:SECRETARY:  The Secretary is responsible for 
minutes at all general membership and board 
meetings, reads minutes of previous meetings 
when requested, keeps a file of all minutes, 
shall provide copies of minutes for each board 
member upon request, is responsible for all 
member notices, and is  responsible for all 
correspondence, both incoming and outgoing. 
TREASURER:TREASURER:TREASURER:TREASURER:  The Treasurer collects all dues 
and records all moneys belonging to the Club, 
disburses same under the direction of the 
President, deposits the funds of the Club in 
the name of the Club in such bank or banks as 
may be designated by the Executive 
Committee, and submits a statement of 
accounts at each meeting.  The books and 
accounts shall at all reasonable times be open 
to inspection by any member.  The Treasurer 
shall be responsible for disbursement of 
moneys for bird bands. 
TRUSTEE:  TRUSTEE:  TRUSTEE:  TRUSTEE:  One Trustee is elected each year to 
serve a three year term.  A person serving as 
Trustee is ineligible for other elected office.  
Duties shall be to serve as coordinators of the 
Club, assuring a meeting place, acting as 
assistants to the President, and serve as a 
grievance committee.  They shall conduct an 
annual audit of all Club records, Treasurer’s 
and Secretary’s books, etc.  The Trustees 
whose terms of office have not expired shall 
serve as the election committee and shall 
conduct the annual elections.  The Trustees 
shall review all absences of officers and shall 
fill any vacant office by either appointment or 
special election with the membership.    



- 7 - 

 

 
 

          

Upcoming Events 
 

Feb. 21st        Society of Canary and Finch Breeders 
Bird Fair 

Quality Inn of Livonia 
30375 Plymouth Rd. 

                          Livonia, MI 48150 
                 Between Merriman and Middlebelt 

           Adm. $4.00 9:00AM to 4:00PM             
******Our Club Has A Booth at This Event***** 

                                                                             
 
April 25th          Motor City Bird Breeders 
                                      Bird Fair 
                          $4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM 
                          Warren Community Center 
                           5460 Arden 
                           Warren, MI  48092 
 
May 9th            Rainbow Feathers  
                                 Bird Fair 
                         Romulus High School 
                         9650 S. Wayne Rd. 
                         Romulus, MI 48174-1551  
 
August 2nd        Ann Arbor Companion Bird Club 
                                   Bird Fair 
                         $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM 
                         Weber’s Inn 
                          3050 Jackson Ave 
                         Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
                           

 
 

   
Rescue Update 

 

  
Our rangers have been 

working overtime on rescue 
runs.  Foster homes have 
also been doing extra duty 

with fostering and adoptions.  In short it 
has been a busy, busy month! 

Here is a brief recap of our latest 
adoptions: 
5 Cockatiels; Bingo, Mikey, Hermie, 
Jubilee and Lutie  
1 Parakeet; Pipper 
1 Lovebird; Jack 
1 Umbrella Cockatoo; Coco  
1 Sulphur Crested Cockatoo; Fred (aka 
Ginger) 
1 Parrotlet; Tia 
2 Sun Conures; Yatzee and TJ 
1 Green Cheek Conure; Sammy 
1 Pionus; Jake 
3 Finches: Eenie, Meenie and Minee (no 
Moe) 
 All of these adopted birds went to 
their new homes with cages, food and 
toys.  We are able to do this because of all 
of you, our members.  It is your generosity 
and participation in our monthly raffles 
that has allowed us to be so successful.  
Thank you, thank you!  Every one of you 
should be proud of the great job you’ve 
done. 
 
 

 
Odds and ends 

 
 Snack List:  There will be a sign-

up sheet at this meeting for volunteering 
to bring snacks to our meetings over this 
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upcoming year.  Don’t be shy; sign up to 
bring a snack, Yum! 

 SNACK HELP NEEDED: There 

wasn’t a snack list for this month Dave & 
Tammy are bringing a cake for our club’s 
birthday and a dish.  If you are one of 
those talented people that can make 
something please consider helping us out 
and bringing a dish.  Your efforts will be 
greatly appreciated.  
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It was another ordinary day where nothing 
out of the ordinary seemed to be happening 
and this day is where we find the Rangers, 
off on another rescue run.  This time their 
travels would take them to Dearborn just a 
hop, skip and a jump from home base.  They 
cheerily made their way to their destination 
and guess what, that’s right, passed the 
street.  So in true standard ranger fashion 
they turned around and missed the street 
again.  Ranger navigator Steve then 
surmised that their trusty guide, Mapquest® 
may have a slight error.  So our heroes drove 

around a shopping mall and entered the 
subdivision from the other side.  This 
flanking maneuver worked; finally they 
arrived at the home giving up the birds. 

There was nothing sinister here, no 
drawn shades, no spooky looking house, no 
dramatic music, well, there never has been 
any dramatic music but that’s beside the 
point.  It was just an ordinary house on an 
ordinary street on an ordinary day.  They 
knocked and were let in by a gentleman who 
explained that both he and his wife didn’t 
have time for the birds anymore and felt it 
wasn’t fair to the birds so they called us to 
help place them into a good home.  Hooray, 
yahoo, and yay, all the right reasons for 
surrendering.  Someone who was giving 
them up because of their concern for the 
birds well being.  Although it was hard for 
them they were doing the right thing our 
heroes assured them, and both the Nanday 
Conure and Quaker Parakeet were soon on 
there way to a foster home.  This would not 
last long for they would both be adopted by 
club members who would love them and 
welcome them into their flock.  It is so great 
when the stories have a happy ending.  This 
is what fuels our heroes to continue doing 
what they do for they are the RESCUE 
RANGERS!!!!!!! 

Stay tuned for our next thrilling installment 
Bookends in Ypsilanti! 

 
 
How do you know if 
your bird is getting 

the nutrition he 
needs for a long 
and healthy life? 
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By ZuPreem Staff 
 
What’s the best diet for your bird? 

The best diet for your bird is one that 
provides a reliable consistent source of balanced 
nutrition.  It’s also a diet that your bird likes to eat 
and gives him an enjoyable eating experience, 
while preventing obesity and other nutritionally 
related diseases. 
Feeding a variety of foods does not guarantee 
good nutrition 

Bird owners feed their birds a wide variety 
of foods ranging from seeds to home-prepared 
foods to commercial diets.  Unfortunately, feeding a 
variety of foods does not always prevent nutritional 
imbalances.  Many of these diets lack important 
nutrients birds need to maintain their health.  Often 
they are not balanced, providing too much of this 
vitamin or nutrient, or not enough of another. 
Seed diets can lead to obesity 

Seeds are high in fat and deficient in 
important nutrients.  Even if you supplement a seed 
diet with a nutritionally complete extruded diet or 
with fruits and vegetables, your bird will often 
choose the seeds, leaving behind the more 
nutritious foods.  The simple fact is your bird likes 
seeds, just as you might like high-calorie, high-fat 
snacks.  Okay for an occasional treat, but a steady 
diet over time can lead to vitamin deficiencies, 
obesity-related diseases and possible early death. 
Home prepared diets are not necessarily 
healthy 

As a labor of love, some bird owners chop, 
cook and mix special foods for their birds.  Not only 
is this time-consuming, it is impossible to make 
sure your bird is getting the correct balance of 
nutrients.  Too much iron, too little calcium, 
improper levels of Vitamins A, D, E and K. How do 
you know? 
Supplement sparingly with fruits and 
vegetables 

If your bird enjoys fruits and vegetables, go 
ahead and serve them, but they should not make 
up more than 15% of your bird’s daily diet.  Fruits 
and vegetables do not offer all the nutrients your 
bird needs, and some are high in sugar and fiber, 
curbing your bird’s appetite for a more nutritious 
food. 
ZuPreem® Avian Diets take the guesswork out of 
your bird’s nutrition 

When you feed ZuPreem Life-stage Avian 
Diets, you know your bird is getting complete and 
balanced nutrition.  From Embrace™ Hand-Feeding 
Formulas to AvianWeaning™ Diet to adult Avian-
Maintenance™ FruitBlend™ Flavor and Natural Flavor 
Diets, your bird will get the precise nutrition he 

needs for each stage of his life.  Backed by more 
than 30 years of nutrition research, ZuPreem diets 
have high-quality fresh ingredients that result in 
highly digestible and very palatable foods.  Food 
your bird will like to eat and you will feel good about 
feeding him.  Food that will provide all the nutrition 
he needs for a long and healthy life. 

This Article Reprinted with Permission by Zupreem®  
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BITE ME BIRD TOYS 

Tony & Edie Riojas 
13521 Garfield * Redford, MI 48239 

313-535-3831 
bitemebirdtoys.com 

 

 
 
 

 
NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M. 
17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 

248-557-7773 
 

 
 
 

 
ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 
509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-451-2870 
 

 
 
 

 
SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-453-6930 

Fax:  734-453-7127 
M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 

 

 
 
 
 

 
WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 

586-751-3350 
 

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 
24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 

248-348-1788 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY * Novi 

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 
248-651-1788 

Nights, Weekends, Holidays * Rochester 
www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 

 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 

 

 
 

     Free discount card                                                        Open 7-Days 
available to club members  

 
DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 
1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 

734-513-6060 
 

http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/ 

 
 
 
 

                MURALSMURALSMURALSMURALS    
                AND OTHERAND OTHERAND OTHERAND OTHER    

    CREATIONS                 CREATIONS                 CREATIONS                 CREATIONS                     
 BY  BY  BY  BY MARY KMARY KMARY KMARY KAYAYAYAY PERVA PERVA PERVA PERVA    

        734-207-0489  
 

 


