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Bird Droppings

UPCOMING MEETING

DATES:

OCTOBER 26" — FOURTH SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 14-16 — pet expo
DECEMBER 16™ — THIRD SUNDAY

RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB
Who we are and what we are about
» Non Profit club with members throughout the
tri-county area, single bird owners, or just
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders,
exhibitors, all are welcome.
Support scholarships for avian vet students
Yearly Bird Fair
Club Library for members
Grooming available
Avian rescue/relocation programs
Monthly meetings with programs of interest to
members.
Monthly newsletter
Periodic Service projects
Field Trips
Educational Programs upon request
Make-it-take-it workshops
Non-perishable food contributions to local soup
kitchens
And more.......
Come join us and have your feathers preened by
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

VVVVVY VVVVVY

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:
President — Dave Carol 734-422-5981
email — sweettweeters@comecast.net
Vice President — Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030
Email — splafchan@twmi.rr.com
Secretary — Lanah Harris 734-229-0393
Email —lanahh@comcast.net
Treasurer and Membership Secretary —
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981
Email — sweettweeters@comcast.net
Board of Trustees —
Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517
Email — gtromblay174035mi@comcast.net
Mary Perva — 734-207-0489
Rosemary Medve-313-593-4386

(

ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS. WE
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN
IN GARDEN CITY. MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail
sweettweeters@comcast.net




EDITORS BULLETIN BOARD

Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter. All ads
and articles will be due the 1% of the month for
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.

Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff,
Livonia, Ml 48150 or email them to him at
splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the
newsletter — this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other
publications must be accompanied with written
permission from original publication and author; this
needs to be provided to the editor along with the
article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any
articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time
sale (baby birds, etc.). Those wishing to run ads
multiple times or for a business must purchase a
business membership.

% Ask owner's permission to handle/feed
bird(s) and remember to return bird to the
owner.

«» Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

s When bringing companion birds to club
meetings, only bring birds that you have had
vet checked and in your possession for at
least 30 days.

% Clean up after yourself and your bird(s)
before you leave.

S

CLUB WELFARE

Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost
a loved one.

Member update
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From
prez:

Wow, September was a busy month
and then some. We had many rescue runs,
the Toledo Zoo Field trip, an unexpected
table at the Finch and Canary Clubs Bird Fair
and the Walled Lake Pet Awareness Day the
next day. 1 now know why September went
like a whirlwind. Well here we are in
October and we can feel the change all
around us, the days are getting shorter,
there is a nip in the air, the cider mills are in
full swing and the Christmas catalogs are
making their way into our mail. (Ok, the last
one I'm not ready for either but still they
come.) We have to face the reality that
living where we do it will soon be cold and
the warm days of summer will be just a
memory. The snow will fly but we have our
feathered companions to warm those nippy
and down right cold days and nights. 1 think
that we are lucky to have a taste of the
tropics in our homes and my birdie clowns



constantly remind me of this over and over.
I think that my world would be definitely
colder and lonelier without them; I'll bet you
feel the same way. That is why I am glad
there is a club where fellow bird brains can
gather and not feel like they have three
eyes and two heads when they talk about
their birds. It is also a lot of fun to see the
variety of birds that come to our club
Meetings; this is what makes it interesting
as well as fun for all. With that said we now
must focus on the Michigan Family Pet Expo
November 14™, 15" and 16" it is always a
blast and everyone who comes loves every
minute of it. So what we need you to do is
to sign up at the meeting for a time slot,
this is just to give us an idea of how many
extra parking passes and admission badges
we will need. So come to the October
meeting and sign up for the expo and be
prepared to have fun. 1 hope to se you all at
the next meeting and be sure to ask me how
Sparky and J. B. got us a whopper of a
donation at the pet awareness day.

Until Next Time
Your Prez Dave

Voice of the Veep

What fun the Toledo
zoo trip was! We had a good
turn out of zoo adventurers and
the weather co-operated with us completely.
Unlike years past when we’ve had storms
and excessive heat this year it was cool and
sunny, a perfect day to enjoy the zoo. We
were even able to capture a photograph of a
flock of great ape birdbrains. (Visit our web
site to view this rare picture.)

Although our club did not have a
formal meeting in September we did have a

very active month. We had a table at the
Finch Breeders Bird show in Livonia, a
booth at the Pet Awareness Day in Walled
Lake and the zoo trip. Both shows were
very successful and our birds wowed the
crowd as always. | must mention the newest
member of our birdie ambassador crew,
Captain Morgan, no he’s not a bottle of rum
or a pirate he’s a blue and gold macaw.

The captain was rescued about two
months ago and has joined Pookie, Sparky
and JB in the cute and snuggly department.
He is just outstanding with strangers and
crowds and will be a marvelous asset at the
pet expo. Hopefully you will all be able to
meet him at this months meeting.

Remember this is the last meeting
before the Pet Expo in November so we will
have sign up sheets available and be
finalizing our game plan. If you’ve never
attended the pet expo it is a great time and
shouldn’t be missed. See you at the
meeting.

Your Veep
Steve

Out and About with

Pookie

We had two very busy

{ days in late September.
Sparky, JB and | attended the Finch
Breeders bird show in Livonia. We also had
a new feathered club member helping us,
Captain Morgan, and he did an absolutely
wonderful job.

I know what you’re thinking; you’re
wondering why we would be attending a
finch show? Well don’t let the name of the
club that sponsors the show fool you into
thinking there will only be finches there.
The show had lots of hook bill parrots as
well as finches and canaries. There were
lots of toys, food and cages also. The four



of us fluffing our feathers for the club drew
a big crowd at our table. There were many
people at the show who were guests of the
hotel and stopped in to see what the ruckus
In the banquet room was all about. That’s
when we showed off our stuff, all four of us
hopped on arms, snuggled, endured
scratches, scritches and kisses. Thisis a
very good show and everyone who enjoys
bird shows should put this one on their list
of events to attend.

The next day at 8:00 AM we were on
our way to Walled Lake. It was a bit cool in
the morning so | couldn’t attend but Sparky
and JB both went. When the fair opened at
11:00 Steve and Dave had set up a screen
gazebo with tables and chairs and club
literature.

There were rescue groups for all types
of dogs, cats, ferrets, and rats and many
vendors selling things. There were also
groups representing ponies, rabbits, and a
cow! However the only birds there were
Sparky and JB and needless to say they stole
the show. This fair has been held for the last
six years and this year was the first time a
bird club was there and we wowed the
crowd.

See you at the meeting
Pookie
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RESCUE RANGERS
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It was another one of those days that
made you feel glad all over, the kind of day
that made your insides feel all nice and
snuggly. The sun was like a big yellow smiley
face in the sky and the birds invited you to put
you chores aside and revel in the beauty of the
day. Yes it would have been easy to run
around like a couple of silly schoolboys but
our Rangers new they had a job to do and do it
they must.

This time their travels would take
them to Howell but this was to be no ordinary
rescue, oh no, it would be the kind that would
tug at your heartstrings until it felt as though
someone was trying to play Dueling Banjos on
them. Unlike some of our Ranger’s rescue
adventures these birds would come from a
home that loved them very much, so much so
that the decision to give them up was
absolutely heartbreaking. Our heroes arrived



at their destination right on time even though
they passed the street up and had to turn
around, (you would have been disappointed if
they hadn’t made a wrong turn wouldn’t you?)
to get to the house. Once there, they found
two beautiful and well loved birds. Some
would call them spoiled rotten, (no one
reading this would know about that at all, yeah
sure you don’t.) Unfortunately the lives of the
people were changing and they had to, for the
sake of the birds, find new homes for them.
They knew that it was the right thing to do but
it did not make it any easier for them. These
birds had been a part of their lives for many
years and it was as if they were having their
hearts ripped out as they put them in their
carriers. Our Rangers loaded up cages, play
stands and bag upon bag of food, toys and
goodies. Each bag was labeled for each bird
and carefully loaded into Rescue Mobile One.
Then it was time for the final good-byes and
the tears began to flow. They were flowing
like the floodgates of a dam that had been
opened, like a roaring river, like a torrential
downpour, well you get the picture. Even our
heroes were choked up and blurry eyed. They
vowed to their owners that the birds would get
wonderful new homes. Still misty eyed the
Rangers backed out of the driveway and onto
the road telling each other that Kleenex should
be added to their rescue list.

Although it was a hard rescue it did
have a happy ending for both of our Rangers
new charges, both birds found good loving
forever homes where they will continue to be
spoiled and loved. Good work Rangers, good
work. However, they know their job will never
end until all birds that need to find new loving
forever homes find them. Until that time they
will keep on keeping on: for they are the

Stay tuned for the next Rescue Ranger installment
From the Darkness of Brownstown.

RESCUE UPDATE

The rescue has again been quite
active on both fronts with about 12 birds
coming into foster homes and about 8
birds adopted out to new homes. Some of
the birds that went to
new homes were: Peeper
an African gray, Sam a
Mollucan cockatoo, Mr.
Bean a lovebird, Captain
Morgan & Polo both Blue
& Gold macaws and a flock of budgies.

We again want to extend our
“THANKS” to you, our club members for
your generous donations and participation
monthly raffles. It is your
generosity that makes our rescue the
success that it is. Thank You!

in our

Odds and ends

e Special badges are needed to get into the
Pet Expo for free. If you are planning on
working and have not signed up, contact
Tammy so she can have your badge ready.

e Parking passes are available for some. If
you have to pay for parking, give Tammy
the voucher for a reimbursement.

e Entrance to the Expo as a club member
means you plan on working at least 3 hours
at our display area. It does NOT mean that
you may get in for free and wander around
during the time you are expected to be
manning the display. If you want to see the
rest of the Expo, come early, stay late, or
pay at the main door.



e The gifts for our Christmas exchange should e Feathering your nest can make it quite

have a $5 maximum. Now's when the comfortable
bargains are if you want to start looking
around for items. « Put all your eggs in one basket, it
e Start asking businesses for donations for makes them easier to find
our raffle tables for the bird fair. They do
not need to be bird related. These are just a few off the top of my head but

I have to go my dad is getting up and | can't
be caught on the computer and risk giving
myself away.
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As always
Buzz

Beak Speaks

?& !

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
fo: wmGNEs WOe R-0O0

ROBERT STANO NOV. 10 &AM,
CHARLES & CAROL HUGHES NOV. 26 % / <
(¢ 1 * &
-7 (#0 -
- . % 2
!
BUZZ’S
BEAUTIES 7 <
Hi Buzz here 7 700
with a few sayings | - <
would like to revise, | am sneaking onto the -
computer again to give something to Pookie for A 7 B " "

her newsletter. Here we go. -

e A bird in the hand is messier than two . % C
in the bush D
/ <
+ Killing two birds with one stone should

get you twenty to life 0 1 1 <
e Pigeon toed is better than people toed

e Birds of a feather flock together and
party hearty

e I'd rather be bird brained than stupid




The Houseguest
A short story by Bud Gerigar
Episode 2

Awareness

In my living room | have a 20 year
old ficus tree in a two foot diameter pot. One
morning | glanced at the ficus and noticed
dirt all over the carpet. Immediately |
blamed Scooter, my cockatiel, but as |
looked closer at the mess | realized this
wasn’t the work of a bird, but from
something far more mischievous. With a
closer look at the pot I could see a large hole
had been dug into the soil. At that moment
it hit me! | hadn’t been dreaming or having
flashbacks T had ...

................................. A MOUSE!
A rodent, a vile disease infested, flea
carrying rodent was living in my house.
Panic set in. My heart began beating more
rapidly as thoughts raced through my head.
“How long had it been here?” “What should
| do?” “How do | catch it? Whoa, slow
down, take a breath, and think about this for
a bit.” | then realized what | needed was a
method of trapping the invader. Off to the
store | went to buy the best mouse trap |
could find. | was overwhelmed by my
choices. There were snap traps, live traps,
sticky traps, t-rex type traps and “humane”
whole mouse traps. | read over the literature
and made my choice. Sticky traps;
guaranteed to be escape proof with a built in
bait to lure your mousy quarry to its doom.
They were irresistible to mice and the
packaging assured me one foot on the pad
would equal a caught mouse. Just to be sure
this mouse infestation would be stopped |

also purchased two t-rex style mouse traps
also guaranteed to be more effective than a
standard snap trap.

To be continued

Upcoming Events
Nov. 14 to16™  Pet Expo
Rock Financial Center
Novi, Ml
***Qur club has a booth at this event***

Dec 13"

Rio Bird Fair

Taylor Town Trade Center
22525 Ecorse Rd.

Taylor, M1 48180

***Qur club has a booth at this event***

Five methods for
converting your bird
to a healthier diet.

By ZuPreem Staff
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Which method is best for you and

your bird?
There are many methods for converting your bird to
a new diet, and your avian veterinarian can help



you decide which method may work best for you
and your bird.

1. Interval feeding

For 20-30 minutes three times a day, offer 50%
seeds along with 50% new diet in the same bowl.
The bowl should only be 1/4 full using this method.
Remove all uneaten food from the cage after each
feeding and check to see how much of the old and
the new diet the bird is eating. If the bird is eating
some of the new diet, reduce the amount of seed
and increase the amount of the new diet at each
feeding until you are feeding only the new diet.
This method assures your bird will not starve, but
should still be hungry enough to begin
experimenting with the new food. This process
may take several days or several weeks,
depending on your bird.

2.Ten-day gradual method

Over a 10-day period, fill the food dish 1/4 full
several times a day maintaining the following
proportions of the old and the new diet.

3. Remove seeds until later in the day

Starting at bedtime, remove all seeds. In the
morning, put fresh portions of the new diet in the
cup. Leave the new diet in the cage until mid- to
late afternoon. Then feed the bird’s previous diet
for the rest of the day. Repeat this process for
several days or until the bird is consuming the new
diet. Then offer only the new diet at all feedings.
4. Back and forth method

Starting at night, remove all food from the cage. In
the morning, put the new diet in the food cup. Let
the bird experiment with the new food, perhaps
sampling one or two nuggets. Then after an hour,
remove the nuggets and feed the old diet. Repeat
the process throughout the day—new food for an
hour, then the old diet. During the next 4-5 days,
repeat the process but lengthen the time the new
diet is in the cage, before offering the old diet.
During the following week, keep extending the time
the new diet is in the food cup, until you eliminate
the old diet altogether.

5.Total new diet

In the wild, birds often do not have options. They
eat seeds one season, fruits the next, consuming
what is available. Many authorities believe that
some birds are able to make an abrupt transition
because they recognize the new unfamiliar shapes
as food and adapt relatively easily. Great care
should be taken to confirm that your bird is eating
enough of the new diet to maintain weight.

Day Old Diet New Diet
Day 1 90% 10%
Day 2 80% 20%
Day 3 70% 30%
Day 4 60% 40%
Day 5 50% 50%
Day 6 40% 60%
Day 7 30% 70%
Day 8 20% 80%
Day 9 10% 90%
Day 10 00% 100%

This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem®

Why
Home-Cooked Foods

May Not Meet Your
Bird’s Nutritional Needs

Take the guesswork out of feeding your bird.
Offer him healthy balanced ZuPreem® nuggets.

A _m « 21 ¥itamins & Minerals
B * Naturally Preserved
{ » Great Taste

oy * Complete & Balanced

See all AuPreem™ Avian Diets
on ZuPreem.com and choose the nght one

for you and your bird,

ZuPreem’
ZuPreem.com - 1=800-345- 4767




BITE ME BIRD TOYS
Tony & Edie Riojas
13521 Garfield * Redford, M1 48239
313-535-3831
bitemebirdtoys.com

NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.
17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, M1 48076
248-557-7773

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.
509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, M1 48170
734-451-2870

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER
24360 Novi Road * Novi, M1 48375

248-348-1788
24 HOUR EMERGENCY * Novi
265 E. 2" St. * Rochester, M1 48307
248-651-1788
Nights, Weekends, Holidays * Rochester
www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP
1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, M1 48302
248-334-6877

Free discount card
available to club members

Open 7-Days

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages
1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, M1 48154
734-513-6060

http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.
1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, M1 48170
734-453-6930
Fax: 734-453-7127
M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL
29157 Schoenherr * Warren, M1 48314
586-751-3350




