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This newsletter 

 Devoted to pet bird                            
Enthusiasts is                                                                                               

published monthly by  
   Rainbow  Feathers Bird Club of Michigan 

a 501(c)3 bird rescue club 
 

November 2008                                                                                                
Volume 11 Issue 11 

Bird Droppings 

                     
 

UPCOMING MEETING DATES: 

NOVEMBER 14th-16th – pet expo 
DECEMBER 21st – THIRD SUNDAY 
JANUARY 25th – FOURTH SUNDAY 
 
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 
Who we are and what we are about 
� Non Profit club with members throughout the 

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just 
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, 
exhibitors, all are welcome. 

� Support scholarships for avian vet students 
� Yearly Bird Fair 
� Club Library for members 
� Grooming available 
� Avian rescue/relocation programs 
� Monthly meetings with programs of interest to 

members. 
� Monthly newsletter 
� Periodic Service projects 
� Field Trips 
� Educational Programs upon request 
� Make-it-take-it workshops 
� Non-perishable food contributions to local soup 

kitchens 
    And more……. 
Come join us and have your feathers preened by 
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 

 

 
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary – Lanah Harris 734-229-0393 
 Email –lanahh@comcast.net 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517 
 Email – gtromblay174035mi@comcast.net 
 Mary Perva – 734-207-0489 
 Rosemary Medve-313-593-4386 

        
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE 
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN 
IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
 
Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  



- 2 - 

 
 

 
Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st of the month for 
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, 
Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

� Ask owner’s permission to 
handle/feed bird(s) and 
remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

� Wash hands prior/after bird 
handling. 

� When bringing companion birds 
to club meetings, only bring 
birds that you have had vet 
checked and in your 
possession for at least 30 days.  

� Clean up after yourself and 
your bird(s) before you leave. 

 
 
 

 

Monthly snack list 
NOVEMBER – NO MEETING – PET EXPO 

DECEMBER – HOLIDAY POTLUCK 

JANUARY – TAMMY AND DAVE CAROL 

 

CLUB WELFARE 
Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one.  
 

Member update 
 
 As of this writing two of our members 
require your thoughts and prayers:  Tanya 
O’Connor and Cindy Griffith are both in the 
hospital.  I’m sure they would enjoy receiving a card 
for you.  Please contact Jean Jedrzejek or Tammy 
Carrol to confirm Tanya or Cindy’s location before 
sending a card.   
 
 
 

  

From the 

prez: 
 

All I have to say is wow, wow, and 

wow!!!!   Can you believe how we are growing; 

our meetings are full of people, birdbrains old 

and new which I think is very good company to 

keep.  If you don’t mind me saying, and I don’t 

think you do.  Also how involved our members 

are and the great ideas that they keep coming 

up with sure make it a lot easier when we have 

an event like the pet expo.  This is how I have 

always imagined the club, a group of people 

with the same interest and passion for caged 

birds coming together for fun and fellowship.  

Coming together and being able to talk, laugh, 

sometimes cry, and as always eat, (that we do 
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very well!) while having fun.  We want people 

to feel welcomed and comfortable with our 

group but most important come back month 

after month because of their feelings for the 

club.  I love that fact that so many do and stay 

with us becoming great members and close 

friends.  The fun our club has is something I 

never want to stop and I would like it to 

continue forever.  I also want you to remember 

that the pet expo is coming up so be ready to 

have a blast and share some good times with 

us, we could not do this with out you, our 

members and you have never let us down.  So I 

hope to see everyone at the expo and at future 

meetings for more fun than a barrel of birdies.  

 I also want to take this time to wish 

Camille Johnson a belated Happy Birthday I 

was supposed to announce it at the meeting 

but had a senior moment and forgot; well I am 

getting old I guess.  Anyway, see you at the 

expo!!!! 

 

                                   Until Next Time 

                                      Your Prez 

                                         Dave 

 

 

 

           Voice of the Veep 
 What an awesome             
meeting we had in October.  

Not only was there a large 
turn out of members we had 

many guests and everyone had a great time.  
Without a doubt we showed our guests what 
we do best, which is to talk about birds and 
to show off our own birds.  
 However these next two months are 
going to be even better.  How can that be 
you ask?  Here’s why.  We have three public 
events coming up the Michigan Family Pet 
Expo on November 14th, 15th and 16th; the 

Rio Bird Fair on December 13th and a Pet 
Adoption Fair on December 20th.  The 
addresses for all of these shows are listed on 
page 4 in the Upcoming Events column.  I 
want to invite everyone to join us at these 
events for lots of great fun.  We get to do 
what we all enjoy doing which is showing 
off our birds, talking about our birds and 
talking about our club.  I urge everyone, 
especially if you’ve never done it before, to 
attend and participate in one or all of these 
public events.  You don’t have to bring your 
own birds (although you certainly can if you 
want to) its fun just to chat with people who 
have never even held a bird.  There are 
always things to do and we always need 
help, just be sure to wear your club 
badge/nametag so the event promoters know 
you’re officially with the club.   Believe me 
the experience of watching a little girl or 
boy touch and hold a bird for the first time is 
simply unbelievable. Dave and I will be at 
all of these events and so will Pookie, 
Sparky, Captain and JB, we’d love to see 
you there also.  Come and join us for a great 
time. 
 I want to mention that our December 
meeting is a potluck venue and we usually 
have many first time guests.  This happens 
because we will be inviting all of the people 
we meet at the events mentioned above to 
come to the December club meeting and 
many of them do.     
 Please feel free to call me (Steve, at 
734-513-0030) if you need information, 
directions or just want to tell me you’ll be 
there. 
                                     Your Veep 
                                           Steve    
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Odds and ends 
 

• We are only allowed eight free vendor 
badges to the Pet Expo.  Anyone who 
didn’t receive a badge and is working 
our booth will have to purchase a 
vendor badge for $5.00 at the entrance 
door.  When you get to the booth 
Tammy (the club) will reimburse you 
and will also have a holder for your 
badge.  The badge will also be good for 
all three days of the expo. 

• Parking passes are available for some.  
If you have to pay for parking, give 
Tammy the voucher for a 
reimbursement. 

• Entrance to the Expo as a club member 
means you plan on working at least 3 
hours at our display area.   

• The gifts for our Christmas exchange 
should have a $5 maximum.  Now’s 
when the bargains are if you want to 
start looking around for items. 

• Start asking businesses for donations 
for our raffle tables for the bird fair.  
They do not need to be bird related. 

 
 

 

          Upcoming Events 
 
Nov. 14 to16th   Michigan Family Pet Expo 
  Rock Financial Center 
  Novi, MI 48374 
 ***Our club has a booth at this event*** 
 
Dec 13th  Rio Bird Fair 
  Taylor Town Trade Center 
  22525 Ecorse Rd. 
  Taylor, MI 48180 
          ***Our club has a booth at this event*** 
 

Dec 20th          Allen Park Animal Shelter  
                         Pet Adoption Fair 
                        Taylor Town Trade Center 
  22525 Ecorse Rd. 
  Taylor, MI 48180 
        ***Our club has a booth at this event*** 
 
April 25th          Motor City Bird Breeders 
                                      Bird Fair 
                          Warren Community Center 
                           5460 Arden 
                           Warren, MI  48092 
 
May 9th            Rainbow Feathers Bird Fair 
                         Romulus High School 
                         9650 S. Wayne Rd. 
                         Romulus, MI 48174-1551  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 

to: 
 

ROGER CATES                                    DEC. 9 
JOHN LAZAR      DEC. 15 
AMY VEHILL      DEC. 25 
REBECCA WILKINSON                     DEC.29 
KATHY TROMBLAY     DEC. 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- 5 - 

 

 

 

                             The Houseguest 
       A short story by 
           Bud Gerigar 
           Episode 3 
            Attack 
 

The t-rex traps went 
by the hole in the ficus pot.  The sticky traps 
were placed along the wall by the ficus and 
back by my computer desk.  Now what was 
left was for the traps to live up to their 
irresistibility and wait for the offending 
mouse to hurl itself to its doom.  The first 
day went by……nothing.  The second day 
passed ……….nothing.  The third day; both 
t-rex traps were sprung…..no mouse.  Two 
sticky traps were gone, no wait, three sticky 
traps were missing, but where were they?  I 
pulled the couch away from the wall and all 
three traps were upside down under the 
couch.  I checked trap one……no mouse.  I 

checked trap 
two…………no mouse.  
Trap three checked…….no 
mouse!  How could this be?  
These traps were the best.  
No mouse could escape 

them, according to the box.  I proceeded to 
inspect the traps more closely.  There were 
footprints on the sticky stuff and what 
appeared to be a tail print but alas, no 
mouse.  I realized this was no ordinary 
mouse, this was Mighty Mouse!  Not only 
was he able to evade the t-rex traps and 
break free from the grip of a sticky trap but 
also learned from past encounters and 
evaded all future attempts at capture.   
 Three weeks had gone by and the 
traps remained untouched by my elusive 
quarry when I heard the noise.  “Scritch, 
scritch, scritch, scritch, scritch.”  “It was 
coming from the bottom dresser drawer in 

my bedroom.  The mouse!  It was 3:00AM 
in the morning but that didn’t matter, an 
attack was necessary.  I formulated my plan.  
My weapon of choice would be the vacuum 
cleaner.  With weapon in hand I readied for 
the attack.  The vacuum had a new bag for 
maximum suction, the hose extension was 
on for maximum reach, and it was now time 
to pounce.  I pulled open the drawer 
observing what appeared to have once been 
a shirt or something, which had been turned 
into a pile of shredded cloth and now a nest 
for the mouse.  I started to suck up the 
debris with my Hoover but Mighty Mouse 
was not going to fall victim to this pitiful 
attack.  He leapt out of the nest, onto the 
vacuum hose.  Up the hose he ran onto my 
arm and over my shoulder. 
                                                                                To be continued  
 
 

Out and About                                                                                                            
with Pookie  
  
 There is a problem 

at my home and it’s serious enough that I 
feel it must be mentioned.  Squeak, my 
buddy, is trying to turn my gray haven into a 
cockatiel flop house.  He’s been inviting 
what seems like every homeless cockatiel he 
can find to come and stay with us.  It’s not 
that we mind helping them, out it’s just that 
they have started taking all of Steve’s time 
and he’s been neglecting us, his grays.  It 
used to be Sparky, JB and I that started 
chirping early in the morning but now it’s all 
of Squeaks friends that start the chorus and 
continue the song.  In this house morning 
noise has always been a job for the grays 
and these cockatiels are well, quite frankly, 
trying to push us out.  Well, I’m here to tell 
you it’s not going to happen.  We’re 
increasing our morning noise to drown out 



- 6 - 

the incessant chatter of the freeloading 
flock.   

However noise hasn’t been the 
solution to our problem, Steve still goes to 
all of their cages to feed and water them 
before he lets us out of our cages and that is 
just wrong!  Where is his gratitude?  Who 
snuggles with him in the evening?  Who 
give him birdie kisses?  Who nibbles 
lovingly on his ear?  These questions are 
rhetorical because the answer is we do, not 
the cockatiel flock. 

I however have a solution to this 
injustice, new homes.  I am putting out a 
plea to all of you: talk to your humans and 
convince them you need a cockatiel to 
complete your flock at home.  I’m sure I can 
convince Steve to let one or two to move in 
with you.  wink, ☺  wink ☺   
                         See you at the meeting 
                             Pookie 
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When the Rangers received the call it 

seemed like it would be a normal run, a 

Quaker Parakeet needed to be given up 

because it was loud and aggressive and 

they could no longer deal with it.  So with 

Rescue Mobile 1 all gassed up and ready 

to go our heroes set off to Brownstown.  It 

was a very pleasant day almost Disney like 

singing birds, blooming flowers all that 

was missing was Bambi and Thumper to 

complete the scene.  Yes it seemed idyllic, 

but it would turn more sinister in the blink 

of an eye.  As usual our rangers passed by 

the street.  (What? You expected different?)  

They turned around and headed down a 

dirt road, a DEAD ENDDEAD ENDDEAD ENDDEAD END    

DIRT ROAD, DIRT ROAD, DIRT ROAD, DIRT ROAD, they pulled 

up to the house.  Now 

this was the kind of house 

that The Munsters, even 

The Addams Family would have passed on 

because of the vibes that it gave off.  The 

drawn and tattered blinds along with 

weeds and debris littering the lawn only 

added to the scariness of this residence.  

The rangers walked toward the front door 

through a lawn that was desperately in 

need of mowing.  They kept busy looking 

for some kind of wild animal in hiding, 

waiting to pounce on them at any moment 

to have them for its lunch.  It seemed like 

ranger was on the menu but not this day 

as they made it safely to the front steps.  

Getting up the front steps however, would 

be another story.  They were crumbling 

like a dry pre-packaged grocery store 

cookie and navigating them would take all 

the balance they could muster.  After 

arriving at the front door and ringing the 

bell they were greeted with a disembodied 

voice that said “let me put the dog away” 

and about ten minutes later the door 

finally opened to let our rangers in.  The 

house was as dark as a dungeon in a 
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medieval castle with a heavy odd smoky 

odor hanging in the air.  It seemed to be 

exactly what one might assume a “crack” 

house would be like.  Inside on what 

appeared to be a couch, laid a gentleman 

passed out from too much of whatever 

from the night before.  Our heroes could 

not wait to get the bird and get out of 

there.  The man handling the turnover of 

the bird was not even the owner, just a go 

between who was authorized to complete 

the transaction.  The cage was placed on 

the floor and our Rangers went to work.  

Ranger Dave had to lie on the floor, the 

icky, gross, disgusting floor with who 

knows what on it, besides the fleas and 

roaches, to catch this poor bird 

(EEEWWW!!!).EEEWWW!!!).EEEWWW!!!).EEEWWW!!!).   By the time the friend 

returned with a welder’s glove they had 

the bird placed in the carrier and were 

ready to move out.  (Incidentally the fellow 

on the couch never moved and to this day 

our rangers still don’t know if he was alive 

or dead.)  

 What truly tugged at our heroes 

heartstrings was a sad looking Congo 

African Grey in a cage that was too small 

for him.  All the while it seemed to say 

with its’ eyes please take me with you, but 

alas the Rangers could not for they were 

only there for the Quaker and had to leave 

the Grey behind.  Those are the ones that 

stay with you, the ones you have to leave 

behind.  They hoped someday the owner 

would give up the Grey as well, but today 

would not be that day.  The rangers burst 

back into the daylight as they exited the 

home, loaded up the bird and skedaddled 

out of there as fast as possible, happy for 

the Quaker but saddened to leave the 

Grey.  They know it is impossible to save 

them all but try they must, for they are the  

      RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!  

 
As always stay tuned to this channel for our next Rescue 
Ranger installment  
         Casper the Friendly Cockatoo of Redford! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            

Rescue Update  

 Our rescue was 

quite active this past 

month.  We adopted to 

new homes: three 

budgies, a cockatiel 

named Lucie (who was found out side cold 

and hungry) and Chester an Orange Wing 

Amazon.  All these birds went to their new 

homes with cages, food and toys.   

 Thanks to all of you, our generous 

club members.  It is because of your 

support and participation in our monthly 

club raffles and your donations that makes 

our rescue the success that it is.  Keep up 

the great work, Thanks 
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A bird’s droppings 
can be an 

early indicator of 
illness 

 
 

By Don J. Harris, DVM 
Because birds are 

excellent at hiding illness, your 
bird’s dropping may be one of 
the early indicators that your bird 
is sick.  There are three 
components to your bird’s 

droppings—the stool component, the urine 
component and the uric acid component.  Changes 
in any of the three components should be taken 
seriously and may indicate your bird is sick.  Any 
abnormal signs demand the immediate attention of 
your veterinarian. 
1. The stool component 

The stool comes from the gastrointestinal 
tract and is usually a greenish rope or blob. This 
portion of the bird’s droppings is highly influenced 
by the bird’s diet and can radically vary with a 
change in diet.  For example, beets can make the 
stools red, while blueberries may turn the stools 
purple.  Colorants in some commercial diets can 
also change the color of the stools.  Color changes 
are often irrelevant, but bird owners should be 
concerned if the stools become black or have a 
strong or unusual odor. 
2. The urine component 

The relatively clear, watery urine portion is 
produced by your bird’s kidneys.  The amount of 
water in your bird’s droppings is directly influenced 
by the water content of the foods your bird eats.  
Wet stools, however, should become drier with dry 
foods.  Large amounts of water persistently present 
in the droppings could be a sign of serious disease 
and you should consult your avian veterinarian. 
3. The uric acid component 

The white/cream colored uric acid portion of 
your bird’s droppings is a very important indicator of 
health.  This part of the droppings should without 
exception be white or near white in color.  Changes 
to lime green, bright yellow, mustard brown, pale 
brown and brick red are common signs of very 
serious illness.   Any change from normal should be 
investigated immediately.  Establish a normal 
benchmark in your bird by observing and keeping a 
record of the number, volume, color and 
consistency of your bird’s droppings.  This can be 
very helpful later if you notice a change. 
This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem ®  
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BITE ME BIRD TOYS 

Tony & Edie Riojas 
13521 Garfield * Redford, MI 48239 

313-535-3831 
bitemebirdtoys.com 

 

 
 
 

 
NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M. 
17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076 

248-557-7773 
 

 
 
 

 
ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M. 
509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-451-2870 
 

 
 
 

 
SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC. 

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170 
734-453-6930 

Fax:  734-453-7127 
M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4 

 

 
 
 
 

 

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL 
29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314 

586-751-3350 
 

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER 
24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375 

248-348-1788 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY * Novi 

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307 
248-651-1788 

Nights, Weekends, Holidays * Rochester 
www.theanimalemergencycenter.com 

 
 
 

 
OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP 

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
248-334-6877 

 
 
 
 

 

     Free discount card                                                        Open 7-Days 
available to club members  

 
DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES 

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages 
1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154 

734-513-6060 
 

http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/ 

 
 
 
 

                MURALSMURALSMURALSMURALS    
                AND OTHERAND OTHERAND OTHERAND OTHER    

    CREATIONS                 CREATIONS                 CREATIONS                 CREATIONS                     
 BY  BY  BY  BY MARY KMARY KMARY KMARY KAYAYAYAY PERVA PERVA PERVA PERVA    
        734-207-0489  
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