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UPCOMING MEETING

DATES

FEBRUARY 22" — FOURTH SUNDAY
MARCH 22" — FOURTH SUNDAY
APRIL 26" — FOURTH SUNDAY

Non Profit club with members throughout

the tri-county area, single bird owners, or
just thinking of getting a bird, families,

breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.
Support scholarships for avian vet students
Yearly Bird Fair

Club Library for members

Grooming available

Avian rescue/relocation programs

Monthly meetings with programs of interest

to members.
Monthly newsletter
Periodic Service projects
Field Trips
Educational Programs upon request
Make-it-take-it workshops
And more.......

Come join us and have your feathers preened

by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

- Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:
~ President — Dave Carol 734-422-5981

Email — sweettweeters@comcast.net

~ Vice President — Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030

Email — splafchan@twmi.rr.com

~ Secretary— Lanah Harris 734-229-0393

Email — lanahh@comcast.net

- Treasurer and Membership Secretary —

Tammy Carol 734-422-5981
Email — sweettweeters@comcast.net

~ Board of Trustees —

Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517

Email — gtromblay174035mi@comcast.ne
Mary Perva - 734-207-0489

Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187

Email- bigduke@comcast.net

ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS

WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS. WE
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN
IN GARDEN CITY. MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.



Anyone interested in becoming a member please e —
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail
sweettweeters@comcast.net ’

EDITORS BULLETIN BOARD

Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter. All ads
and articles will be due the 1% of the month for
publishing in the current month’'s newsletter.
Please send all items to Steve at 11021 Henry Ruff,
Livonia Mi 48150 or emalil to
splafchan@twmi.rr.com.

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the

newsletter —this is YOUR newsletter. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or

Articles and/or pictures copied from other e-mail her atbigduke@comcast.néft you know of

publications must be accompanied with written any club member who is in the hospital or has lost
permission from original publication and author; this a Ioveone. &

needs to be provided to the editor along with the Ega & O Q@ag &)
article and/or picture. e "y W@ s I KWW
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any Monthly snack list

articles submitted prior to publication. Feb: 1) Camille Johnson

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 2) Sheryl DeGregorlo

sale (baby birds, etc.). Those wishing to run ads 3Debra & Robert Stano
multiple times or for a business must purchase a Mar: 1) M P

business membership. ar. ) ary rFerva

2) Lanah Harris
3) Linda McCarthy & Kathy
Mounsey
4) Debra Stano
Apr: 1) Rebecca Wilkinson

Ask owner’'s permission to handle/feed

bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 2) Sandy Galambus
owner. 3) Rosemary Medve
Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 4) Debra Stano

When bringing companion birds to club
meetings, only bring birds that you have had
vet checked and in your possession for at
least 30 days.

Clean up after yourself and your bird(s)
before you leave.
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Out and About
With Pookie
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RESCUE RANGERS

Well, the Rangers
were having a stroke of
luck; Mother Nature was
smiling on them as they \
raced off to another rescue
destination. They both -
wondered “The weather is ol
good but will this be a good rescue or one
that will leave us smiling on the outside but
screaming on the inside” they could never
tell until they got there. All seemed to be in
order it was a pleasant house, in a pleasant
neighborhood, on a pleasant day the vibes
seemed good. They knocked on the door
and were pleasantly surprised because
pleasant surprises were indeed quite
pleasant. There they were two quite
beautiful, (bet you thought | was going to
say pleasant) Severe Macaws. What made it
even more, OK, pleasant was the fact the
cage they came in was big enough for the
two of them. The people giving them up
were not sure if one was a boy and one was
a girl but none the less it didn’t matter. Both
birds were beautiful and in no time they
were streaking to their foster home. Once at
their foster home you could tell that they had
found a new home and would eventually
stay. Their new bird mom and dad found
out that they were indeed girls, inseparable
sisters who although looked alike had
different personalities. It was a good day to
be a Ranger, a good cage with two beautiful
birds who would become even more
beautiful under the watchful eye of their




new adoptive parents and truly come out of
their shells. It was a pleasant ending to a
pleasant rescue. They have the kind of life
the Rangers wished that all birds could have.
Until that time arrives they will not stop

doing what they do, for they are the
RESCUE RANGERS!!

Stay tune for our next thrilling installment A
Quaker comes to roost in Dearborn.

The Adoption of Duffy

A Rescue Ranger Supplement

Duffy, a sulphur crested cockatoo,
was loved immensely by his first owner. She
was broken hearted when she had to
surrender her baby due to health reasons.
Duffy wasn’t too happy about going to a
new home either and in true cockatoo
fashion he let everyone around him know

about his Displeasur€OUDLY, and
often. He spent many weeks at Celeste’s
home (she’s our resident cockatoo
whisperer) undergoing extensive behavioral
reprogramming and feather reconditioning.
(In layman’s terms that's step-up practice
and many many showers.) Duffy although
well behaved and fluffy clean was without a
doubt all cockatoo. He loved to scream it
out to everyone up and down the block.

At last, a young lady wanted to adopt
Duffy so our rangers, eager to please and
hoping to save Celeste’s hearing took Duffy
to a new home. Unfortunately Duffy’s new
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home had two small children and two very
energetic small dogs, Duffy quickly decided
he was going to take control of this house.
He began to chase and attack anyone and
anything he could find. Our rangers
received a tearful call from Duffy’s adoptive
home “please help” was the wailing cry.
This was not the home for poor
misunderstood Duffy. There was too much
chaos for a cockatoo and Duffy couldn’t
control himself, he had to join in. He was
running around on the floor chasing and
biting the children and the dogs. Duffy
needed a home that would provide structure
and control not mayhem and chaos. Our
Rangers picked up Duffy and back to
Celeste’s he came. Don’t be sad, Duffy’s
story doesn’t end here in fact it's only just
begun.

Just a few days later we received a
call from a lady named Donna she became
aware of our rescue from the web site and
contacted us wanting a cockatoo. We told
her about Duffy and his history, his need to
be given boundaries and his love of
screaming, screaming loudly! This didn’t
concern Donna at all, she was well aware of
how a cockatoo can behave and how loud
they could be. It was a match made in
cockatoo heaven, however; there was one
minor problem she lived in Portage
Michigan. Portage, for those of you not
totally familiar with all the cities in our
state, is just south of Kalamazoo. Donna,
eager to adopt Duffy, said she would drive
to us to pick up Duffy and his cage. Mother
Nature however was not willing to cooperate
at all, it was late December and Donna was
snowed in by lake effect snow. A second
adoption was planned and again snow lots of
snow and the adoption was foiled. Yet a
third day was planned and yep you've got it
right more snow and another foiled



adoption. Poor Duffy it seemed that he
would never make it to his new home.

The Rescue Rangers decided it was
time for them to step up and help solve the
travel problem. They offered to deliver
Duffy and his cage to Portage, Donna was
ecstatic, she couldn’t believe that our club
would be willing to do this for her. The date
was set, Map Questvas consulted and the
weather channel said it was going to be clear
sailing for the rangers.

It was now mid January and the day
of the adoption was at hand and of course
the weather forecast had changed. Snow
was now predicted but our heroes were
determined make this trip a success. It was
eight in the morning, Duffy and his cage
were loaded and with coffee in hand the
rangers headed west. Snow started falling
and the wind began to blow as the rangers
approached Jackson. Rescue mobile one
was buffeted but the wind, skittering on the
icy bridge overpasses but still it continued
onward toward the destination. The rangers
were determined; this adoption was going to
happen today! Finally after two and one-
half hours of white knuckle driving they
arrived at Donna’s home.

It was a match made in cockatoo
heaven; Donna loved Duffy and Duffy loved
Donna. It was only the two of them to share
this home no other distractions and the only
noise maker was going to be Duffy. It was
just the way he liked it, no competition. No
doubt about it this was a match made in
cockatoo heaven. Duffy was home! Yes,
Duffy was home but unfortunately our
rangers weren't they were still in Kalamazoo
and it was a blizzard outside.

They decided to take it slow and easy
on the trip back home, the rangers were in
no hurry; Duffy was home and they wanted
to get back to theirs also. Whoosh!

Whoosh! Whoosh! Cars were zipping past
-7 -

them left and right. Our heroes were baffled,
to them the roads were slippery why was
everyone else driving so fast? Was there
something wrong with rescue mobile one,
could it not drive in snow? Whoosh! A red
pickup flew past our heroes but they were
undaunted and continued on their slow and
easy pace. Pointing to the ditch on the left
ranger Steve said “look it's the red pickup.”
Then on the right, more cars that had zipped
past our heroes, some damaged some just
stuck. This continued on for the entire ride
home, cars in the ditch, cars on their roofs,
cars in the median, and cars smashed into
the rear ends of other cars. In the end they
made it home unscathed it was a long day
but without a doubt a successful day. For
not only are they the RESCUE RANGERS
they do adoptions too!




BIRTHDAY GREETINGStw:

ALLYSON GILLIGAN MAR. 1
JOHN VEHILL MAR. 3
CINDY GRIFFIN MAR. 4
SANDY PROSZKOWSKI MAR. 7
JORDAN GAGNON MAR. 11
JIM HEFFERNAN MAR. 18
LANAH HARRIS MAR. 29
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Feb. 21 Society of Canary and Finch Breeders
Bird Fair
Quality Inn of Livonia
30375 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia, M1 48150
Between Merriman and Middlebelt
Adm. $4.00 9:00AM to 4:00PM
rxxxxQur Club Ha s a Booth at This Event******

April 25" Motor City Bird Breeders
Bird Fair
$4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM
Warren Community Center
5460 Arden

Warren, Ml 48092
**xx%Qur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

May 9" Rainbow Feathers
Bird Fair
Romulus High School
9650 S. Wayne Rd.
Romulus, M1 48174-1551

August 2° Ann Arbor Companion Bird Club
Bird Fair
$3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM
Weber's Inn
3050 Jackson Ave
Ann Arbor, Ml 48103

Big Beaks & Little Beaks
Speak!

(Also know as letters to the editor)

January Meeting

WOW!! What a great meeting. |
was sitting on my human pet’s shoulder and
had a great view of the meeting hall. | saw
some new feathered club members like the
Black Palm Cockatoo, a Blue Quaker and a
couple of youngsters with their Mama Love



Bird. Some of the regulars like our club
clown Willow and Captain were not there
but from what | could see we had almost as
many feathered members as non-feathered
members. The place was packed. | told my
human pet that the non-feathered members
may do a great job at the pet shows and the
expo but if it wasn’t for the feathered
member’s hard work the shows would not
be as successful. Just picture the non-
feathered members sitting on the people’s
arms, shoulders and some time on their
heads. Anyway he told everyone to give all
the feathered club members a big round of
applause. After all it is called Rainbow
Feathers Bird Club.

See You All Next Mouth,
Baby

Being in birds as long as
/4. Tammy and | have we have
?ff seen and heard many strange
Wu{ ?—*’f things. | guess it goes with
ﬁ) the territory but just when
L.._@? you think that there could be
nothing that could surprise
you, wham; something comes along that
changes all that. Here are just some of the
weird and down right unbelievable things
people have said to us through the years.

1. One woman wanted to bring over a
paint sample so she could match a
Parakeet to her recently painted blue
living room. She had bought a rattan
cage at Pier One Imports for the bird.

2. Another woman wanted a Parakeet, as
she put it one of them junk birds.
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You know, if you get tired of it you
can just open the door and let it go.
She got more than an earful from me.

. A woman shopping at a local bird fair

wanted to talk to the breeders of the
birds, good idea | thought until she
followed with this. “Birds are
psychic, if the breeders are hyper the
birds will be hyper but if the breeders
are mellow the birds will be mellow,
they pick up on the breeder’s vibes”
All right it’s time to queue the
twilight zone music.

. One gentleman and | use the |l

term loosely, wanted all the
large birds in the rescue. His E& V¥
premise was that he wanted to" Jge™"
help us get rid of all the large
birds in the rescue so it would not get
stuck with them. He would help us
dump them; | guess the little guys
don’t count.

. | have had a woman who could not

stand the noise a Budgie made
express interest in adopting a Macaw.

. Still stranger was the woman who

needed a replacement Cockatiel for
her son. After he had left for school it
got out she stepped on it, killing it,
and needed a replacement so he
wouldn’t know the difference. All
before he got home from school. This
took place before seven in the
morning.

. One guy | worked with wanted a

Scarlet Macaw because he and his
girlfriend’s favorite color were red.

. The most recent was a Woman who

was looking for a larger colorful

parrot for the cage she bought at
Sam’s Club. 1 just couldn’t get it
through to her those were for
decoration only, it states it on the box
and parrots are not furniture. She was



still determined to find a bird for that
cage as we hung up.

These are just a few of the things we have
dealt with over the years and | am sure they
will not be the last and definitely not the
strangest. | don't think we have heard it all!

\[@aCarol

Are you watching
your bird’s figure?

By ZuPreem Staff

Obesity is a common condition in
companion birds and occurs when they consume
more calories than they can expend over an
extended period of time. Lack of flight activity and
a diet rich in fatty seeds are common causes of
obesity. Your bird could be obese if its body weight
exceeds the normal body weight (within normal
variation) for its species by 15 percent or more.

Here’s how to tell if your bird is overweight

Take a minute to perform a quick home
exam. Start by noticing your bird’s stance. A wider
than normal stance can be a sign of obesity. Next,
check for a small roll of fat, a “double chin” visible
under the beak. Also, look for small yellow or white
fat deposits in the abdomen, along the flanks, inner
thighs, upper breast and crop area. Finally, check
for any bald patches where feather tracts may have
separated due to fat under the skin.
You can also weigh your bird

To do this at home, use an electronic scale
that measures in grams, not ounces, to detect small
changes. Of course, the best way to be sure is to
have your pet weighed and examined by your avian
veterinarian.
Health risks associated with obesity

Obesity increases your bird’s risk of
developing many serious diseases including heart
disease, liver disease, fatty tumor formation
(lipomas) and respiratory distress during exercise
and play. Obesity is also associated with abnormal
feathering, egg binding and infertility.
What you can do

If you suspect your bird may be obese, see
your veterinarian for a complete and thorough
physical examination as well as advice on how to
change your bird’s diet to a healthier one. Along
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with more exercise, converting your bird from a
seed-based diet to a more nutritionally balanced
extruded diet could be the answer. Remember
that any weight-loss regimen for your bird should
be done with your veterinarian’s guidance.

How does your bird
weigh in?

The following table expresses approximate
normal mature body weights for some bird species
in terms of both the average weight and a range of
acceptable variances (+/-) from the average.

Average Weight Variance
Species (grams) (+/- grams)
Scarlet Macaw 1,001 151
Blue & Gold Macaw 1039 102
Military Macaw 925 57
Hyacinth Macaw 1355 95
Umbrella Cockatoo 403 57
Moluccan Cockatoo 577 71
Great Sulfur Crested Cockatoo 843 147

Citron Cockatoo 357 _ - 34

Vetarinarions recommand fouding
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Go to ZuPreem.com/conversion,
Let us help you get your bird
on a healthier diet.
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Grand Eclectus 432

African Grey 554
Blue-Fronted Amazon 432
Mexican Red-Headed Amazon 360

Yellow-Naped Amazon 596
Double Yellow-Headed Amazon 568
Budgerigar 30
Lovebird 45

Cockatile 1 80

Taken from Clinical Avian Medicine and Surge

This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem ®
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Free discount card
available to club members
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Open 7-Day




734-207-0489
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