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This newsletter 

 Devoted to pet bird 
                                                                                                             Enthusiasts is 
                                                                                               Published monthly by  

                                                                                      The Rainbow Feathers  
                                                                                         Bird club of Michigan 

(a 501(c)3 club) 
 

April 2009 
                                                                                                 Volume 12 Issue 4 

 
 

Bird Droppings 
   

                                  
   

 

UPCOMING MEETING DATES: 
APRIL 26th – FOURTH SUNDAY 
MAY 9TH -     BIRD FAIR  
MAY 24th --FOURTH SUNDAY- OPEN HOUSE 
JUNE 28TH  – FOURTH SUNDAY 
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�  Non Profit club with members throughout 

the tri-county area, single bird owners, or 
just thinking of getting a bird, families, 
breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome. 

�  Support scholarships for avian vet students 
�  Yearly Bird Fair 
�  Club Library for members 
�  Grooming available 
�  Avian rescue/relocation programs 
�  Monthly meetings with programs of interest 

to members. 
�  Monthly newsletter 
�  Periodic Service projects 
�  Field Trips 
�  Educational Programs upon request 
�  Make-it-take-it workshops and more……. 
 
Come join us and have your feathers preened 
by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 

 
 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary– Lanah Harris 734-229-0393 
 Email – lanahh@comcast.net 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
 Email- bigduke@comcast.net 
 Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517 
 Email – gtromblay174035mi@comcast.net 
            Mary Perva - 734-207-0489 

 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET 
AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN 
ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  
MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
 
Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st weekend of the 
month for publishing in the current month’s 
newsletter.  Please send all items to him at 11021 
Henry Ruff Livonia, MI 48150 or email to 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

�
 
 

�  Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 
bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

�  Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
�  When bringing companion birds to club 

meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 

�  Clean up after yourself and your bird(s)  
before you leave. 
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. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one. 
 

Members update: 
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Monthly snack list  
Apr:   1) Rebecca Wilkinson  

2) Dave & Tammy Carol 
3) Rosemary Medve 
4) Debra Stano 

May 9th   BIRD FAIR 
May 24th OPEN HOUSE- potluck 
               Please bring a dish to share 
June 28th 1) Janice Rushak 
               2) Volunteers Needed to Sign  
                 Up                                              
 
 
From the 
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to: 
PRISCILLA OLD   MAY 2 
WAYNE WOROZ                              MAY 6 
DAVE CAROL   MAY 13 
SUE GOUIN    MAY 13 
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DALE DOMEIER   MAY 15 
JENNY GAUS   MAY 16 
LANCE KNUDSON   MAY 16 
ANTONIO RIOJAS   MAY 16 
EMMA SCHOENFELNER  MAY 21 
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Howdy again all you 
feathered and non-feathered 

pilgrims.  This is your roving 
reporter Baby here.  March was a 
busy month for the club.  We did 
two bird programs, one at the 
Bryant library in Dearborn 

which was a great benefit for the 
club and the rescue.  Not only was there 
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about 90 people in attendance, the rescue 
also received a full page write up in the 
Dearborn Press and Guide newspaper.  Our 
other program was at the Novi Manor, a 
nursing home.  The residents there loved the 
program and said it was the best they have 
seen.  The shows also worked out great for 
me.  I’ve fallen in love!  Winnie, that cute 
umbrella Cockatoo, and I did a lot of talking 
with each other at the programs and then at 
last month’s meeting she kissed me.  WOW!  
What a gal she is, and she’s 20 years 
younger then me.  You might say it’s one of 
those May/December romances.  

Back to the March meeting, it was 
another great one. The weather was terrific 
for a change and as I sat on my human’s 
shoulder, which is a lot like flying without 
using my wings, I moved around the 
meeting hall and saw all the members.  I 
counted 26 feathered and 51 non-feathered 
members this past month.  Everyone was 
having a good time talking, laughing, and 
eating.  What a great bunch of birds and 
humans we have in our club and it keeps 
growing every month.  
                                  Till next month, 
                                Your friend Baby 
�
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April 25th          Motor City Bird Breeders 
                                      Bird Fair 
                          $4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM 
                          Warren Community Center 
                           5460 Arden 
                           Warren, MI  48092 
******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
April 25th                    Pets & Bets 
                             1st Annual “No Kill” 
                  Animal Shelter Charity Fund Raiser 
                  Pet Adoption Marathon 1 to 4 PM (free) 
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                  Pet Fashion Contest, Silent Auction 
                 Dancing, Dinner, Games, Cash Bar 
                       For more information visit 
                     http://www. petsandbets.org  
                          Bentley’s Restaurant 
                         5586 Drake Road 
                 West Bloomfield, MI 48322-1259 
   ******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
         
May 9th            Rainbow Feathers  
                                 Bird Fair 
                         Romulus High School 
                         9650 S. Wayne Rd. 
                         Romulus, MI 48174-1551  
 
June 13th 

& 14th     Livonia Art Commission  
                                 Art from the Heart 
                         This is a two day art fair in front of  
                          Livonia City Hall on Five Mile Rd. 
                                 East of Farmington Rd. 
   ******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
August 2nd        Ann Arbor Companion Bird Club 
                                   Bird Fair 
                         $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM 
                         Weber’s Inn 
                          3050 Jackson Ave 
                         Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
 
Aug. 21, 22, 23    Ypslianti Heritage Festival 
                                Downtown Ypslianti 
           For more information visit their website 
        http://www.ypsilantiheritagefestival.com/ 
******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
Oct. 3rd           Motor City Bird Breeders 
                                      Bird Fair 
                          $4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM 
                          Warren Community Center 
                           5460 Arden 
                           Warren, MI  48092 
  
Nov. 20,21,22        Michigan Family 
                                     Pet Expo 
                          Rock Financial Showplace 
                          46100 Grand River Ave. 
                            Novi, MI  48374 
  ******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
Dec. 5th                   Rio Bird Fair 

                    Free Admission 10AM to 4PM 
                       Taylor Town Trade Center 
                        22525 Ecorse Road 
                        Taylor, MI 48180 
   ******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 

�

 
10 steps to a 

better 
relationship with 

your parrot 
 

By Liz Wilson,CVT 
 
 
1)  Ensure your companion bird is 

healthy by doing annual check-ups and routine 
diagnostics with your experienced avian 
veterinarian. Since birds hide the obvious signs of 
illness, allowing basic annual testing is critical to 
the early detection of medical problems. 
2)  Ensure your companion bird is consuming a 
good diet. This is critical to the proper 
functioning of its immune system and 
increases its potential for a healthy life, as well 
as eliminating nutrition-based problem 
behaviors, such as some cases of feather 
destruction 

3)  Ensure your companion bird lives in a 
sufficiently large cage, allowing it lots of room 
for exuberant wing-flapping exercise and 
energetic play; allow it daily out-of-cage time 
on play stations other than just the cage to 
minimize territorial behaviors. Encouraging 
healthy exercise can decrease problem 
behaviors like excessive screaming, since a 
tired parrot is a quiet parrot. 
4)  Establish controls with your parrot by 
lovingly teaching it to respond to the simple 
commands of Up and Down, and setting clear 
and consistent limits on its behavior. By 
teaching manners and setting boundaries, 
parrots can become better companions. 
5)  Give your parrot quality interaction daily, no 
matter how busy your life gets…even if for just 
10-15 minutes of one on one time. Psittacines 
are biologically wild animals, and won’t retain 
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their “tameness” without daily contact with 
people  

6)  Make your companion bird a member of the 
family, since it is a flock animal and extremely 
social.  Single birds should not be housed in 
rooms by themselves. 
7)  Socialize your parrot to family and trusted 
friends, thereby teaching it to adapt to the 
society in which it lives. It should be 
comfortable interacting with and being handled 
by other people. Do not allow it to become 
over-bonded to one person. 
8)   Assure your companion bird gets adequate 
rest, with 10-12 hours of dark, uninterrupted 
sleep time nightly. Sleep deprivation often 
leads to problem behaviors like biting, 
excessive screaming and feather destruction. 
9)  Establish trust with your companion bird by teaching it 
that it is safe with you. Consistency is critical to establishing 
trust, as your parrot learns what to expect from you and 
what you expect from it. 
10)  Accept your parrot for what it is, not what 
you want it to be. No matter how well trained it 
is, a healthy parrot may still be noisy messy 
and destructive because it’s a parrot! 
 

This article was funded by an educational grant 
from ZuPreem®, the makers of exceptional diets 
for extraordinary animals. ZuPreem® is 
committed to the advancement of knowledge 
regarding avian husbandry and nutrition. 
Working together, ZuPreem® and bird clubs 
with similar interests can support high-quality 
avian health in our worldwide community 
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     Free discount card                                                        Open 7-Days 
available to club members  
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        734-207-0489  
 

 


