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This newsletter 

 Devoted to pet bird 
                                                                                                             Enthusiasts is 
                                                                                               Published monthly by  

                                                                                      The Rainbow Feathers  
                                                                                         Bird club of Michigan 

A 501(c) (3) club 
 

June 2009 
                                                                                                 Volume 12 Issue 6 

 

Bird Droppings 

       
 

UPCOMING MEETING 
DATES: 

JUNE 14th  – SECOND SUNDAY  
JULY 26th – FOURTH SUNDAY PICNIC  
AUGUST 30th – FIFTH SUNDAY 
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�  Non Profit club with members throughout the 

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just 
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, 
exhibitors, all are welcome. 

�  Support scholarships for avian vet students 
�  Yearly Bird Fair 
�  Club Library for members 
�  Grooming available 
�  Avian rescue/relocation programs 
�  Monthly meetings with programs of interest to 

members. 
�  Monthly newsletter 
�  Periodic Service projects 
�  Field Trips 
�  Educational Programs upon request 
�  Make-it-take-it workshops 
    And more……. 
Come join us and have your feathers preened by 
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 
 
 
 

 
 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary– Lanah Harris 734-229-0393 
 Email – lanahh@comcast.net 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
 Email- bigduke@comcast.net 
 Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517 
 Email – gtromblay174035mi@comcast.net 
            Mary Perva - 734-207-0489 

 
 

ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET 
AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN 
ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  
MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
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Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  

 
 
 

Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st weekend of the 
month for publishing in the current month’s 
newsletter.  Please send all items to him at 11021 
Henry Ruff Livonia, MI 48150 or email to 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Anyone who wishes to run 
ads multiple times or for a business must purchase 
a business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

�
 
 

�  Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 
bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

�  Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
�  When bringing companion birds to club 

meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 

�  Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) 
before you leave. 

 

 

���������	
��
. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one. 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly snack list 
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Today's NUTRITIONALLY SAVVY CUSTOMERS 
demand a quality NATURAL BROAD diet for their pet 
birds.  

50 enticing MOSTLY HUMAN GRADE Ingredients such 
as pistachio nuts, cashews, 4 kinds of peppers, whole 
grains, generous fruits like papaya, peaches, pineapple, 
banana chips, veggies, pasta shapes, legumes, healthy 
herbs like ginger and garlic.. more! GENEROUSLY 
HANDPACKED! 

Simply cook up a big batch, freeze excess for MONTHS 
of CONVENIENCE. Easily combat dangerous seed-only 
diet malnutrition. 1(800)BIRD YUM/1-800-2473-986 

 
 
 
            BITS from BABY 
 

Well howdy all you 
feathered and non-feathered 
pilgrims.  Baby your roving 
reporter here again.  I was not at 

the May meeting because my non-feathered 
pet and his wife were on vacation.  What a 
bummer!!!  They did not take me along. 
 My pals Pookie and Sparky were 
there to help me out though.  Even if they 
had a little trouble deciding who was going 
to get the attendance count back to me.  It 
was finely decided that Pookie would count 
the non-feathered members and Sparky the 
feathered members.  What a great couple of 
pals they are. 
  This is our report on the May 
meeting.  It was a slightly smaller turnout 
then last mouth but still a great one none the 
less.  There were fifty-six non-feathered and 
thirty-four feathered members.  There was 
about fifteen visitors and three new 
members who joined.  
  I also heard that the club’s bird fair 
was great.  It was accomplished without any 
big problems except for the “guy from 
Ohio.”  He showed up again this year trying 
to sell birds from his car trunk.  He even 
brought a helper in a van this year.  I am 
pleased that due to the diligence of our club 
members and the observant patrons at our 
fair they were not successful in selling any 
birds. 
                                    Till next month 
                                    Your friend 
                                     Baby 
                                 >< >< >< >< >< 
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It seemed as though the Rangers 

would have time to take a breath and relax 
for a moment and ponder life, the universe a 
flower gaily blooming in the garden, (Whoa! 
Where did that come from?)  You get the 
picture.  Anyway, the tranquility would only 
last a nano-second before they were off to 
Plymouth Michigan for a Budgie rescue.  In 
fact it was two Budgies or Keets as they are 
sometimes called but this would not have a 
dark side no, not at all.  The only thing 
dampening their spirits was the rain that 
steadily fell that day. 

When our rangers arrived they were 
pleasantly surprised by the house, it was 
beautiful.  It was a townhouse built to 
resemble the brownstones you would see if 
you went to New York or many of the New 
England States.  Once inside they spied the 
Parakeets in what could only be described as 
a budgie mansion.  To say the cage was 
huge was like saying that Ranger Dave was 
a little bald, in fact it could have easily have 
held twenty budgies with room to spare but 
there were only two.  After they got over the 
initial shock at two Keets in this mammoth 
cage they went to work. 

Swiftly and deftly they set about 
getting this behemoth down the stairs.  Our 
heroes had a lesson in basic physics that 
day.  The larger the load the steeper the 
stairs and also, the number of steps in a 
staircase increases proportionally with the 
number of times you have to go up and 
down them.  They would soon have a great 
dislike for stairs no matter how long or how 
short.  With this being said they maneuvered 
this giant down the stairs and into rescue 
mobile one.  Although toys were clanging 
and banging they managed to get it into the 
vehicle and gathered up the Keets to begin 
their trip home. 

This was no problem since it was only 
a hop, skip and a jump away, a stones throw, 
a ducks waddle, (I thought I’d throw that in 
there to see if you were paying attention) 
from ranger base one.  They got their new 
charges settled into their new home and 
stood in awe at the sheer size of this cage for 
two small but still every bit as beautiful 
Budgies.  Both rangers commented that 
many large parrots do not have it so good 
but if they had anything to do with that 
would change forever.  Their mission would 
not be complete until every parrot no matter 
how big or small had it as good as these 
budgies did because; NO RESCUE TO 
BIG, NO RESCUE TO SMALL, THE 
RESCUE RANGERS WILL RESCUE 
THEM ALL!!!!!!!  
 

Stay tuned for our next exciting installment 
Two Bundles of Love in Brownstown. 
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June 7th            Educational Show 
                         Waldonwood Assisted Living Home 
                         2:00 PM Show 1:00 PM set-up 
                         331Lilley rd  
                        (on Lilley north of Cherry Hill) 
                         Canton, MI 48187 
 
June 20th          Rainbow Feathers Garage Sale 
                         Set up at 7:00 AM Sale runs from 
                          8: AM till 4 ish at 
                         Wild Willie’s Chill & Grill 
                         Middlebelt south of Van Born 
 
June 24th           Educational Show 
                         Christus Victor Church 
                          10:00 AM Show 9:00 AM set-up 
                          25535 Ford Road 
                          Dearborn Heights, MI 48127 
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June 28th     Southgate Animal Hospital Open House 
                               12 PM to 4 PM          
                          13697 Dix-Toledo Rd. 
                           Southgate, MI  48195-2431 
    *****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
July 26th      Rainbow Feathers Annual Picnic 
                     Garden City Municipal Park 
                    Meriman Rd. and Cherry Hill 
                        10:00 AM until it ends 
                   Follow the access road around to the       
                   North side of the park we will be under 
                                    the pavilion.   
 
August 2nd        Ann Arbor Companion Bird Club 
                                   Bird Fair 
                         $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM 
                         Weber’s Inn 
                          3050 Jackson Ave 
                         Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
 
Aug. 21, 22, 23    Ypslianti Heritage Festival 
                                Downtown Ypslianti 
           For more information visit their website 
        http://www.ypsilantiheritagefestival.com/ 
******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
Sept. 19th      Society of Canary and Finch Breeders 
                                      Bird Fair 
                        $4.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM 
                        Quality Inn of Livonia 
                        30375 Plymouth Rd. 
                           Livonia, MI 48150 
******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
Sept. 20th    Walled Lake Pet Awareness Day 
                    Free Adm. 10 AM to 4 PM 
******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
Oct. 3rd            Motor City Bird Breeders 
                                      Bird Fair 
                          $4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM 
                                  Madison Place 
                           876 Horace Brown Drive 
                           Madison Heights, MI  48071 
    Please note this is a new location for the fair  
 
Nov. 20,21,22        Michigan Family 
                                     Pet Expo 
                          Rock Financial Showplace 
                          46100 Grand River Ave. 

                            Novi, MI  48374 
  ******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
 
 
 
Dec. 5th                   Rio Bird Fair 
                    Free Admission 10AM to 4PM 
                       Taylor Town Trade Center 
                        22525 Ecorse Road 
                        Taylor, MI 48180 
   ******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
�
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to: 
PATRICIA FULLERTON                 JULY 13 
HENRY JEDRZEJEK  JULY 16 
CHERYL HITTER                             JULY 18 
BEVERLY SHOLAR   JULY 18 
SUSAN GOODEN   JULY 19 
GABRIELLE GOODEN  JULY 20 
BARBARA SWANTNER  JULY 24 
TERRY JANSEN                               JULY 26 
LINDA CATES                                  JULY 30 
EDWARD PROSZKOWSKI  JULY 31 
PATRICIA WATSON  JULY 31 
 
 
 
 

Big Beaks & Little Beaks 
Speak! 

 (Also know as letters to the 
editor) 
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Consider these 
factors before you 

purchase a 
bird 
By Don J. Harris,DVM 
Purchasing a new bird is an act 
that requires much forethought 

and planning. Some potential bird owners research 
a new car purchase with far more diligence than 
they do a new pet. But, because some parrots live 
as long as 50-60+ years, impulse buying may have 
repercussions that last for decades—much longer 
than a new car. 
Here are a few aspects to consider when 
purchasing a bird. 
Does this particular bird fit your lifestyle? 
Does the species enjoy a busy and noisy 
environment with a lot of people interacting, or 
would it do better in a quieter more isolated 
environment? If it is a large species, is there 
enough space in your home for a large cage? 
How much time can you devote to a pet? 
Does the species demand a lot of care and 
attention? Is it a “high maintenance” species that 
needs a lot of one-on-one interaction, or is it happy 
to be left alone for periods of time? 
Does this bird have the pet characteristics you 
want? 
If it is important to you that your bird talks, choose a 
species with high speaking ability, such as an 
African Grey, Amazon or Mynah. If cleanliness is 
important, check out a smaller species. If 
intelligence is important, you can’t beat an African 
Grey. 
What is the average life span of this species? 
Life spans range from 10-60+ years, depending on 
the species. Do you want a bird that may outlive 
you? 
Where are you purchasing your new bird? 
Was it bred locally? Is the breeder available for 
questioning? Is the dealer in a fixed location where 
you can locate him or her should you need follow-
up advice or if a problem arises? 
Is there a guarantee? 
Be suspicious of anyone who doesn’t offer some 
assurance of the bird’s health. 
What are the nutritional needs of this species? 
Certain species of birds have special nutritional 
needs. Can you meet them? 

What kind of diet is the bird currently eating? 
Is the bird already eating a balanced diet or will it 
need to be converted to a new more nutritious one? 
Older birds on seed diets can be difficult to convert, 
but may encounter health problems if not switched. 
Is the bird healthy? 
There is no way to answer this without a complete 
post-purchase veterinary exam. Schedule an exam 
with your avian veterinarian immediately after 
purchasing your new bird. Don’t wait. 
Is your home ready for your new bird? 
Is the caging suitable? Is it situated in the correct 
location in the home? Are the perches arranged 
correctly? Are there toxic plants or substances 
harmful to birds in the household that may need to 
be removed? If your new bird is joining other birds 
in your family, do you have a plan on how to 
quarantine the new bird until you have a post-
purchase veterinary exam? 
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     Free discount card                                                        Open 7-Days 
available to club members  
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        734-207-0489  


