UPCOMING MEETING
DATES

OCTOBER 18" — THIRD SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 20" 21% 22" — pet expo
DECEMBER 20™ — THIRD SUNDAY

Who we are and what we are about

Non Profit club with members throughout the
tri-county area, single bird owners, or just
thinking of getting a bird, families, breede's,
exhibitors, all are welcome.
Support scholarships for avian vet students
Yearly Bird Fair
Club Library for members
Grooming available
Avian rescue/relocation programs
Monthly meetings with programs of interest to
members.
Monthly newsletter
Periodic Service projects
Field Trips
Educational Programs upon request
Make-it-take-it workshops
Non-perishable food contributions to local scup
kitchens

And more.......

Come join us and have your feathers preenec by
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

This newsletter
Devoted to pet bird

Enthusiasts is
Pub&shmonthly by
The Rainbow Feas
Bird club Mfichigan
A 501(c) (3) club

October 2009
Voleri2 Issue 10

President — Dave Carol 734-422-5981
email — sweettweeters@comcast.net
Vice President — Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030
Email — splafchan@twmi.rr.com
Secretary — Lanah Harris 734-229-0393
Email —lanahh@comcast.net
Treasurer and Membership Secretary —
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981
Email —sweettweeters@comcast.net
Board of Trustees —
Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517
Email —gtromblay174035mi@comcast.nel
Mary Perva — 734-207-0489
Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187
Email — bigduke@comcast.net

(

ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS. WE
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN
IN GARDEN CITY. MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.




Anyone interested in becoming a member please
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail
sweettweeters@comcast.net

Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or
e-mail her atbigduke@comcast.nédf you know of

any club member who is in the hospital or has lost

EDlTORS BULLET'N BOARD lovedone Member update

Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter. All ads
and articles will be due the 1°* of the month for ) *‘ o ﬁf

publishing in the current month’s newsletter. fﬁ é@b% @ ?ggw “®
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, .
Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at Monthly shack list
splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the
newsletter — this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other
publications must be accompanied with written
permission from original publication and author; this
needs to be provided to the editor along with the From the
article and/or picture. prez .

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any
articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time I#" %% & ! '
sale (baby birds, etc.). Those wishing to run ads ") I# "(
multiple times or for a business must purchase a NOOE )
business membership. C
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Voice of the Veep

Wow! Another great
meeting if | dare say so. | have to
take my hat off to all of our members for the
great food at the last meeting. | especially
enjoyed the Mac-&-Cheese (Pookie and
Sparky did too) and the chili. This is but
one example of how awesome all of you, the
club members, are. There were many more

snacks and desserts than expected. You saw

a need and responded. This is the same
response we have received in support of our
rescue and in our monthly raffles. This is but
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one of the reasons why the meetings are so
much fun to be at. Another reason | enjoy
our meetings is simply being with other
birdbrains and their feathered kids.

Remember this is the last meeting
before the Pet Expo, please remember to
sign up if you plan on helping out we have
to order parking passes in advance. If you
have never worked the Expo before don't
worry, | promise you'll have a great time
and I'm sure you’ll stay longer than you
planned. Don’t worry if you can’t bring
your own bird many of us will be bringing
multiple birds and can always use help. We
will also be offering souvenir pictures for a
donation and doing a lot of talking to the
crowd. So you don’t have to worry there
will be plenty of things to do. Come join us
it's a blast!

As always if you have any questions
or need directions about an event feel free to
call me or send me an e-mail.

See you at the meeting.

Your &

Steve

Out and About with Pookie
Proper companion human training and
discipline is a topic about which | have
received many b-mails,
tweets and messages on my
Blackbirdiesthese past few
months. Our club has
grown quite significantly this past year and
many of our newer feathered members have
contacted me about training problems with
their pet humans. Please remember every
human is different and not all training
methods work with all humans, you must
employ the process that works best for your
companion human.
First and foremost you must
remember that you, as a parrot possess the



superior intellect and you can use this to
your advantage. Armed with the knowledge
that a companion human’s intelligence is,
well, less than stellar, you must remember to
use the correct stimuli. Negative
reinforcement generally doesn’t work while
positive reinforcement will reap the best
results. Biting, pooping and screaming are
examples of negative reinforcement.
Snuggling, head rubbing, cute talking, and
kisses are examples of positive
reinforcement. The difficult part of these
training cues is presenting them to your
human in a fashion so that she/he
understands the meaning.

Allow me to expound on this by
setting the stage of a hypothetical situation.
You're with your human and he is snacking
upon something and you want him to share
it with you. Simply pooping on his arm,
shoulder or plate just won't work, however
use a butt wiggle to gain his attention and
when he holds you over some paper or a
trash can you poop. Your human will be so
pleased you didn’t poop on him you should
be rewarded with a portion of your human’s
snack. If however this positive
reinforcement does not result in the desired
snack sharing give him a quick thumb nibble
and poop on his arm or his shirt. When he
puts you down on the table to clean up the
mess “he” caused, dash over and grab your
snack. Hopefully the next time your human
IS in this situation he will share his snack
with you before you have to resort to
extreme measures. Remember it's the “butt
wiggle” that is the positive reinforcement.
Once your human makes the connection that
a “butt wiggle” is a cue for him to do what
you desire your training will have been
successful.

Please don’t be discouraged if your
human doesn’t pick up on your training
clues right away, you must bear in mind

companion humans can be, well, a wee bit
slow. Your training must be steady and
consistent and don’t be discouraged if
you’re not successful on the first or second
try. Keep trying and be consistent with your
efforts, all humans can be trained; some are
just easier than others.

If anyone has a problem, there is any
confusion about my training advice or if any
of my loyal readers has a training method
you would like me to mention in a future
article contact me via Blackbirdi®r send a
message to Bird Droppings c/o the editor’s
desk.

Until next mant
Chirps and Squawk
Poeki
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Today's NUTRITIONALLY SAVVY
CUSTOMERS demand a quality NATURAL
BROAD diet for their pet birds.

50 enticing MOSTLY HUMAN GRADE Ingredients such
as pistachio nuts, cashews, 4 kinds of peppers, whole
grains, generous fruits like papaya, peaches, pineapple,
banana chips, veggies, pasta shapes, legumes, healthy
herbs like ginger and garlic.. more! GENEROUSLY
HANDPACKED!




Simply cook up a big batch, freeze excess for MONTHS
of CONVENIENCE. Easily combat dangerous seed-only

diet
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Odds and ends

Special badges are needed to get into the
Pet Expo for free. If you are planning on
working and have not signed up, contact
Tammy so she can have your badge ready.
(Badge policy has varied in past years by
the Expo if you have to pay for admission
and you're scheduled to work the club will
refund your admission if you have your
receipt.)

Entrance to the Expo as a club member
means you plan on working at least 3 hours
at our display area. It does NOT mean that
you may get in for free and wander around
during the time you are expected to be
manning the display. If you want to see the
rest of the Expo, come early, stay late, or
pay at the main door.

The gifts for our Christmas exchange should
have a $5 maximum. Now's when the
bargains are if you want to start looking
around for items.

Start asking businesses for donations for
our raffle tables for the bird fair. They do
not need to be bird related.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS:

to
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Bits from Baby

Howdy all you feathered
and non-feathered pilgrims. This
Is Baby your roving reporter
here again.

We sure have been busy
again this month and it looks like
it going to be that way the rest of this year,
but who’s complaining. The more we do the
more people hear about all the good work
our club and its members (both feathered
and non-feathered) the better for all of us to
do our work saving our feathered brothers
and sisters.

The September meeting was a little
smaller then the August meeting but still
was great. | have to say that the Cockatoo’s
ruled for the second time at this meeting. It
was still a good showing of both feathered
and non- feathered members and guests.
There were fifty-one non-feathered
members, four non-feathered guests and
forty-two feathered members this month.
We also voted in five new non-feathered
members.

October and November are going to
be even busier months for the club and more
fun.

Till next month,
your friend Baby,

3425--0623-4/ -78
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Oct. 28" Pet Adoption Fair

Sponsored by the Allen Park Animal &el
Free Admission 10AM to 4PM
Taylor Town Trade Center
22525 Ecorse Road

Taylor, MI 48180
*xxx*Qur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

Nov. 14" Educational Show
Waldenwood at Main Assisted Living Home
1401 N. Rochester Rd.
Rochester Hills, Mi 48307
Set-up at 1:00 PM Show at 2:00 PM
Nov. 20, 21, 22 Michigan Family
Pet Expo
Rock Financial Showplace
46100 Grand River Ave.
Novi, Ml 48374
*eexxxQur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

Dec. & Rio Bird Fair
Free Admission 10AM to 4PM
Taylor Town Trade Center
22525 Ecorse Road
Taylor, MI 48180
*xxxx0ur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****
Feb. 18  Society of Canary and Finch Breeders
Bird Fair
$4.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM
Quality Inn of Livonia
30375 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia, MI 48150
*xxxx0ur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

April 6 Educational Show
AARP Meeting at Wayne County Community
College in the Ray Mix Room
21000 Northline
Taylor, M1 48180
Set-up at 12:00 PM Show at 1:00 PM
May &" Motor City Bird Breeders
Bird Fair
$4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM
Madison Place
876 Horace Brown Drive
Madison Heights, Ml 480
Please note this is a new location for the fair

******NOTE******NOTE******NOTE******
There has been some confusion from the

loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events
they are allowed to bring their own bird(s) to. &s



point of reference and for future information pkeas
be aware that when you see the line:

*xxx%0ur Club Has a Booth at This Eventr****
following or “Educational Show” preceeding an
event listing it means we are attending the event i
an official capacity representing our club and
rescue.
welcomed to bring their feathered companions with
them. Also please note that our space is very
limited at some of these events but don’t let this
stop you from joining us, we will find a way for yo
and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.

*kkkkk N OT E****** N OT E****** N OT E******

Ah, there is a
change in the air, it is becoming crisper and
the trees are changing into colors of red,
yellow, gold and burgundy, fall is in the air.
| would just like to look back at the folly of
our pet humans and the things that made us
laugh this summer. Pookie told me that her
pet human Steve planted a peanut patch or
as she put it a squirrel buffet. Even Taz'’s
pet human Alison told him that he'd see
nary a peanut at harvest time. What he did
see was squirrels having a good meal. Then
Taz sent me a b-mail on her Blackbirdie
about a new fangled planting thingy her pet
human Alison had purchased. This worked
on the concept that you could grow lush
veggies, (Tomatoes) hanging upside-down.
She even bought Pookie’s pet human a
couple with the same results, zip, zilch, nada
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At these events all club members are

and nothing. The plants did not hang as
shown in the ads but struggled to grow
upwards towards the sun. The harvest was
non-existent and the planters will find a
home in the trash. My pet humans Tammy
and Dave planted a beautiful garden or as |
like to call it a smorgasbord for the bunnies.
The rabbits ate well this year at my house |
can tell you that much. | have also received
many b-mails from other bird members
about the silliness of their pet humans
relying on the weathermen to predict the
upcoming weather conditions only to have
them either rained out, frozen out or blown
away by sudden unpredicted storms. Well,
if it weren’t for the silliness of our humans
we would not be so thoroughly entertained |
always look forward what they will do next.
It is a hoot I'll tell you that; maybe we
should get together and write a book about
their antics. | smell a best seller don’t you?
Until next month keep those Blackbirdies
busy.

h&ers
Captdiorgan

Five methods
for converting
your bird to a
healthier diet.

By ZuPreem Staff

For years, companion birds have been fed a
diet comprised primarily of seeds. However, new
research shows a diet with a high percentage of
seeds does not provide even the minimum nutrient
levels your bird requires. Because seeds are not
consistent in nutrient levels, many seeds are
deficient in calcium and have excess levels of fat.

A diet high in seeds may lead to obesity and other
nutritionally related diseases. Avian nutritionists



recommend a diet like ZuPreem® Avian
Maintenance™ should make up at least 85 percent
of an adult Bird’s meal. If your bird currently eats
primarily seeds, you may want to consider
switching to a diet that ensures the proper
consumption of nutrients and will promote a
healthier longer life for your bird.

Which method is best for you and

your bird?

There are many methods for converting your bird to
a new diet, and your avian veterinarian can help
you decide which method may work best for you
and your bird.

1. Interval feeding

For 20-30 minutes three times a day, offer 50%
seeds along with 50% new diet in the same bowl.
The bowl should only be 1/4 full using this method.
Remove all uneaten food from the cage after each
feeding and check to see how much of the old and
the new diet the bird is eating. If the bird is eating
some of the new diet, reduce the amount of seed
and increase the amount of the new diet at each
feeding until you are feeding only the new diet.
This method assures your bird will not starve, but
should still be hungry enough to begin
experimenting with the new food. This process
may take several days or several weeks,
depending on your bird.

2.Ten-day gradual method

Over a 10-day period, fill the food dish 1/4 full
several times a day maintaining the following
proportions of the old and the new diet.

3. Remove seeds until later in the day

Starting at bedtime, remove all seeds. In the
morning, put fresh portions of the new diet in the
cup. Leave the new diet in the cage until mid- to
late afternoon. Then feed the bird’s previous diet
for the rest of the day. Repeat this process for
several days or until the bird is consuming the new
diet. Then offer only the new diet at all feedings.
4. Back and forth method

Starting at night, remove all food from the cage. In
the morning, put the new diet in the food cup. Let
the bird experiment with the new food, perhaps
sampling one or two nuggets. Then after an hour,
remove the nuggets and feed the old diet. Repeat
the process throughout the day—new food for an
hour, then the old diet. During the next 4-5 days,
repeat the process but lengthen the time the new
diet is in the cage, before offering the old diet.
During the following week, keep extending the time
the new diet is in the food cup, until you eliminate
the old diet altogether.

5.Total new diet

-10 -

In the wild, birds often do not have options. They
eat seeds one season, fruits the next, consuming
what is available. Many authorities believe that

some birds are able to make an abrupt transition
because they recognize the new unfamiliar shapes
as food and adapt relatively easily. Great care
should be taken to confirm that your bird is eating
enough of the new diet to maintain weight.

New Diet
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%

Old Diet
90%
80%
70%

60%
50%
40%
30%
20%

Day

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3
Day 4
Day 5
Day 6
Day 7
Day 8
Day 9 10% 90%
Day 10 00% 100%

This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem®
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Free discount card
available to club members
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