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                                                                                                 Volume 12 Issue 7 

 
 

Bird Droppings 
   

       
 
 
 

UPCOMING MEETING 
DATES: 

JULY 26th – FOURTH SUNDAY PICNIC  
AUGUST 30th – FIFTH SUNDAY 
SEPT 27th – FOURTH SUNDAY 
 
��������	
���
�
�����������
���������������������������������
�  Non Profit club with members throughout the 

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just 
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, 
exhibitors, all are welcome. 

�  Support scholarships for avian vet students 
�  Yearly Bird Fair 
�  Club Library for members 
�  Grooming available 
�  Avian rescue/relocation programs 
�  Monthly meetings with programs of interest to 

members. 
�  Monthly newsletter 
�  Periodic Service projects 
�  Field Trips 
�  Educational Programs upon request 
�  Make-it-take-it workshops 
    And more……. 
Come join us and have your feathers preened by 
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 

 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary – Lanah Harris 734-229-0393 
 Email –lanahh@comcast.net 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
            Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517 
 Email – gtromblay174035mi@comcast.net 
 Mary Perva – 734-207-0489 

 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET 
AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN 
ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  
MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
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Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  
 

 
 
 

Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st of the month for 
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, 
Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

�
 
 

�  Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 
bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

�  Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
�  When bringing companion birds to club 

meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 

�  Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) 
before you leave. 

 

 

���������	
��
Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one 
 
 
 
 

Monthly snack list 
JULY �� PICNIC� ������� 	� 
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AUGUST– 1) Ken Sholar 
                    2) Dave & Tammy 
                    3) Jean & Henry Jedrzejek 
SEPT. ������ 1) Jill & Dale Domeier  
                   2) Volunteer �  
                   3) Volunteer �  
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Crossing 
The Rainbow Bridge 
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From the 
prez: 

� Busy, that is the 
only way to describe the way the past few 
months have been very busy.  We have had 
bird fairs, pet adoption events, open houses 
at vet clinics, bird programs and a garage 
sale; and we’re not done yet!  We have 
many events coming up, just look at the 
upcoming events column and you can see 
how truly busy we are.  I think it’s just great, 
we are getting the club a lot of exposure, 
very positive exposure and all that we meet 
are delighted to meet our feathered kids as 
well as being impressed about the way they 
are treated.  I have heard many times people 
comment about how nice we are and that 
speaks volumes about just what kind of club 
we are.  I love to hear those comments and I 
also love to see how large our meetings have 
gotten.  What is even more fun is that there 
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as many birds as there are members and 
guests at our meetings, totally cool! 

The most impressive thing for me is 
that everyone has a good time visiting other 
birds and just talking birds with the various 
members.  Many guests end up joining our 
club and they fit in like they have been there 
forever; I like that a whole lot.  We are not 
done and our list of upcoming events never 
seems to get any smaller so come out and 
join us at one of our upcoming activities and 
you will see we have loads of fun doing 
these things. 

Don’t forget about the picnic on July 
26th come out to spend the day, eat and have 
fun.  The club provides the hamburgers and 
hotdogs bring a dish to pass and your 
appetite and just be ready to have a good 
time.  We have many fine cooks and bakers 
that bring really good stuff so come hungry.  
Well that’s it for now but remember this is 
your club with your ideas and that is what 
makes everything work so well you guys are 
AWESOME!!!!!!!! 
 
                                     Until Next Time 
                                        Your Prez 
��������������������������������������������6	���
 

�

     Voice   of 
the Veep 
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to: 
�CC#��=1�C6#A� � ���� �D;��'�

�CC�A##6�������������������������������������D;��'�

"#�C�"#6AE#"#&� � �����������D;��F�

&�!3#�.=!#���������������������������������D;��-)�

6=C�3�AA�%� ��������������������������������D;��-2�

.3�A1#%���#�D:.&�����������������������D;��->�

1�C6���..�A!3:�������������������������D;��-G�

%D%�C�"#C�%=C�����������������������������D;��(8�
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Today's NUTRITIONALLY SAVVY 
CUSTOMERS demand a quality NATURAL 
BROAD diet for their pet birds.  

50 enticing MOSTLY HUMAN GRADE Ingredients such 
as pistachio nuts, cashews, 4 kinds of peppers, whole 
grains, generous fruits like papaya, peaches, pineapple, 
banana chips, veggies, pasta shapes, legumes, healthy 
herbs like ginger and garlic.. more! GENEROUSLY 
HANDPACKED! 

Simply cook up a big batch, freeze excess for MONTHS 
of CONVENIENCE. Easily combat dangerous seed-only 
diet malnutrition. 1(800)BIRD YUM/1-800-2473-986 
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July 18th     Garden City Rummage Sale  
                     12 noon to 3PM 

           Being held in the parking lot of the 
                   Garden City Historical Museum  
                   6221 Merriman Rd, G. City  48135  
    down the street from where we have our meetings 
******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 

         
July 26th      Rainbow Feathers Annual Picnic 
                     Garden City Municipal Park 
                    Meriman Rd. and Cherry Hill 
                        10:00 AM until it ends 
                   Follow the access road around to the       
                   North side of the park we will be under 
                                    the pavilion.   
 
 
August 2nd        Ann Arbor Companion Bird Club 
                                   Bird Fair 
                         $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM 
                         Weber’s Inn 
                          3050 Jackson Ave 
                         Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
 
 
Aug. 21, 22, 23    Ypslianti Heritage Festival 
                                Downtown Ypslianti 
           For more information visit their website 
        http://www.ypsilantiheritagefestival.com/ 
******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
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Sept. 19th      Society of Canary and Finch Breeders 
                                      Bird Fair 
                        $4.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM 
                        Quality Inn of Livonia 
                        30375 Plymouth Rd. 
                           Livonia, MI 48150 
******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
Sept. 20th    Walled Lake Pet Awareness Day 
                      Maple road West of M-5 
                    Free Adm. 10 AM to 4 PM 
******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
Sept 26th    Fall for Novi Pet Adoption Fair 
                   Free Adm. 10 AM to 2PM 
                   Novi Civic Center Grounds  
          (We’ll be on one of the baseball diamonds) 
******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
Oct. 3rd            Motor City Bird Breeders 
                                      Bird Fair 
                          $4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM 
                                  Madison Place 
                           876 Horace Brown Drive 
                           Madison Heights, MI  48071 
    Please note this is a new location for the fair  
******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
 
Nov. 20,21,22        Michigan Family 
                                     Pet Expo 
                          Rock Financial Showplace 
                          46100 Grand River Ave. 
                            Novi, MI  48374 
  ******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
Dec. 5th                   Rio Bird Fair 
                    Free Admission 10AM to 4PM 
                       Taylor Town Trade Center 
                        22525 Ecorse Road 
                        Taylor, MI 48180 
   ******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
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Hi I’m back with some more of the crazy, amazing 
and just plain stupid things that people have said. 
 

1. I received a phone call from a gentleman 
who wanted to trade in his African Gray for 
one that talked.  He felt that he had this bird 
long enough and should be talking by now.  
OK, we are not a used bird dealership and 
we do not take trade-ins. 

2. Another woman wanted the rescue to 
remove an “ugly bird’s nest” out of a tree 
outside her window.  She paid a lot of 
money for the landscaping and it was 
ruining it.  It had babies in it and she thought 
that the mother would follow the nest where 
ever it went.  When she was told her only 
option was to remove the nest and destroy 
the babies she reluctantly agreed to leave 
where it was until they were gone. 

3. One woman called about a baby bird that 
seemed to have fallen out of it’s nest.  She 
was afraid something would get it and kill it.  
She felt this way because two birds seemed 
to be attacking it as she scooped it up.  She 
was told that it did not fall out of its nest it 
was fledging and those birds were not 
attacking it but they were attacking her for 
messing with their baby.  She was then 
instructed to put it back where she had found 
it and run for cover but she was afraid the 
parents would smell her scent on it and 
abandon it.  She was told that that is just a 
myth and the parents would take it back. 

4. One gentleman was looking for birds in 
quantity.  Huh? He was a new breeder and 
was looking for breeding stock; exactly what 
I don’t know but he did recently purchase 
several breeding Lovebird pairs.  The only 
problem he new nothing about and asked if I 
could over and show him how to “Mate” 
them.  I really don’t do sex ed for birds but 
suggested a website that could help him.   
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5. A woman wanted to breed her female 
Cockatiel with her male Blue Budgie 
(Parakeet) to get a Blue Cockatiel.  She 
wanted to know if it was possible.  I told her 
no and besides it was just a bad, (really 
stupid) idea anyway. 

6. A couple called me about a Cockatoo that 
would go out of its way to attack her 
husband.  She was afraid that it would really 
hurt him.  Then she revealed that it would 
fly to attack him whenever and wherever he 
walked within this bird’s line of sight.  
When it was suggested she clip the wings 
she told me how cruel it was and she would 
never do it.  Well I hope her husband isn’t 
too chewed up. 

 
These are some more of the things that have 
been said to me and I am sure there are some 
even better one lurking out there just waiting to 
find our club and rescue.   
 
 

                                 

 
How to find an avian 

veterinarian 
By Don J. Harris,DVM  
 

One of the first 
responsibilities you have as a pet 
owner is obtaining quality medical 
care for your bird. The process of 
finding a qualified veterinarian, 

who is educated, trained and experienced in 
treating birds, is often more difficult than you initially 
might think. Perseverance and some good common 
sense on your part can result in finding a 
veterinarian who is skilled in treating your bird.  
Here are some methods you can use. 
 
Yellow Pages 

 While this may be the easiest method, an 
ad in the yellow pages does not necessarily qualify 
the practitioner to treat your bird. The American 
Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) allows the 
term “specialist” by only those veterinarians who 

have fulfilled certain defined criteria in that 
specialty. Beyond that, yellow page ads can reflect 
marketing skills more than veterinary competence. 

 
Association Rosters 

 Many pet owners check association rosters 
for qualified veterinarians. For example, the 
American Board of Veterinary Practitioners (ABVP) 
is a veterinary certifying organization that requires 
its members to prove competence in order to 
belong. Within ABVP, there is the “Avian Practice” 
category of specialization. Veterinarians who 
complete this certification process are recognized 
by the AVMA as true specialists. These individuals 
are identified by the title ABVP, Avian Practice, 
DVM behind their names. Generally, bird owners 
can trust these practitioners to provide competent 
care for their birds. 

 
Pet Suppliers’ Recommendations 
  Pet retail stores or breeders will often 
recommend a veterinarian they work with on a 
regular basis. Their recommendations may be 
based on positive experiences with this particular 
veterinarian’s care and treatment. On the other 
hand, pet suppliers occasionally have relationships 
with veterinarians based on discounted services in 
exchange for referrals. While this business 
relationship is not in itself bad, bird owners should 
be advised to verify the veterinarian’s credentials. 
 
Word-of-Mouth Recommendations 
  This is one of the best ways of finding a 
competent avian veterinarian. If a veterinarian’s 
own clients are making recommendations, there 
must be a reason why. 
Unfortunately, these personal recommendations 
are not always available, especially if you recently 
moved into the area and don’t know anyone to ask. 
 
Colleague Recommendations 
  This is probably the best and most 
consistently reliable method, but it demands a little 
sleuthing on your part. Here are the steps you can 
follow: 
• Identify and call veterinarians in the yellow pages 
who 
DO NOT claim to be avian specialists. 
• Call to ask if they will see your bird. If they agree, 
thank them and move on. 
• If they decline, ask whom they would recommend. 
• Continue this process until you get enough 
answers to form a consensus. The veterinarian 
whose name was recommended the most often is 
the veterinarian most recognized by his colleagues 
for competence with exotic birds.  
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Congratulations! Through hard work and 
some common sense, you may have found just the 
right veterinarian for you and your bird. 

This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem© 
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