
- 1 - 
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 Devoted to pet bird 
                                                                                                             Enthusiasts is 
                                                                                               Published monthly by  

                                                                                      The Rainbow Feathers  
                                                                                         Bird club of Michigan 

(a 501(c)3 club) 
 

March 2009 
                                                                                                 Volume 12 Issue3 

 
 

Bird Droppings 

       
 
 

UPCOMING MEETING 
DATES: 

March 22nd – Fourth Sunday 
APRIL 26th ---– Fourth Sunday 
MAY 9th ----–--- BIRD FAIR 
May 24th -------- Fourth Sunday 
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�  Non Profit club with members throughout 

the tri-county area, single bird owners, or 
just thinking of getting a bird, families, 
breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome. 

�  Support scholarships for avian vet students 
�  Yearly Bird Fair 
�  Club Library for members 
�  Grooming available 
�  Avian rescue/relocation programs 
�  Monthly meetings with programs of interest 

to members. 
�  Monthly newsletter 
�  Periodic Service projects 
�  Field Trips 
�  Educational Programs upon request 
�  Make-it-take-it workshops 
     

Come join us and have your feathers preened 
by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts 
 

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: 
President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030 
 Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com  
Secretary– Lanah Harris 734-229-0393 
 Email – lanahh@comcast.net 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
 Tammy Carol 734-422-5981 
 Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net  
Board of Trustees –  
 Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517 
 Email – gtromblay174035mi@comcast.net 
            Mary Perva - 734-207-0489 
 Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187 
 Email- bigduke@comcast.net 

 
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN 
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE 
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN 
IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM. 
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Anyone interested in becoming a member please 
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail 
sweettweeters@comcast.net  
 
 

 
 

 
Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads 
and articles will be due the 1st of the month for 
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  
Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff 
Livonia, MI 48150 or email to 
splafchan@twmi.rr.com. 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the 
newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter. 
 
Articles and/or pictures copied from other 
publications must be accompanied with written 
permission from original publication and author; this 
needs to be provided to the editor along with the 
article and/or picture. 
 
Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any 
articles submitted prior to publication. 
 
Ads will be run free for members having a one-time 
sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads 
multiple times or for a business must purchase a 
business membership. 
 
 
 
 
 

�
 
 

�  Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed 
bird(s) and remember to return bird to the 
owner. 

�  Wash hands prior/after bird handling. 
�  When bringing companion birds to club 

meetings, only bring birds that you have had 
vet checked and in your possession for at 
least 30 days. 

�  Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) 
before you leave. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Monthly snack list  
Mar:  1) Mary Perva 

2) Lanah Harris 
3) Linda McCarthy & Kathy 

Mounsey 
4) Debra Stano 

Apr:   1) Rebecca Wilkinson  
2) Sandy Galambus 
3) Rosemary Medve 
4) Debra Stano 

May 9th   BIRD FAIR 
May24th   OPEN HOUSE- potluck 
         Please bring a dish to share 
�

 

���������	
��
 

. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or 
e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of 
any club member who is in the hospital or has lost 
a loved one. 
 
�

 
From 
the prez: �
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                                        Until Next Time 
                                         Your Prez 
                                               Dave  
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  Voice of the  
   Veep   
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To those of you that have a computer 
and feel like doing a good deed go to the 
website of the Animal Rescue League  
��������������	
��	
��������������� �
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������
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Well Howdy all you 

feathered and non-feathered 
pilgrims.  The monthly 
meetings are getting better and 
more fun each time. This past 
month I played the part of a 
roving reporter.  As my pet 
human was walking around and 

talking to the other non-feathered club 
members.  I was sitting on his shoulder and 
counting feathered members on one foot and 
non-feathered members on the other foot.  
That’s not easy to do with only four toes on 
each foot.  I counted fifty-nine non-
feathered members and twenty-six feathered 
members.  That’s not bad considering the 
crazy weather we had the weekend of the 
meeting.  If we continue to get much more 
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snow and cold weather I may think of 
heading south. 

  It sure is nice to see all my friends at 
the meetings each month. I think Captain 
Morgan has a girl Friend. Did you see him 
with the other blue and gold macaw?  It just 
might be true love, maybe, do you think?  
                                  Till next month 
                                 your friend Baby. 

 
.�

�
�
�

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to: 
 
BRENDA DUBIEL                            APR.12 
MARIE KEEHL                                 APR. 17 
ROSEMARY MEDVE  APR. 17 
TAMMY CAROL   APR. 20 
ALISON SAUVE   APR  24 
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Well every now and then 

the call comes in for a different 
kind of rescue, one that doesn’t 
involve a cage bird.  This was 
the case on a sunny and 

amazingly pleasant day in late January.  
Kathy T. called Ranger Dave to help with an 
unusual rescue, not of a bird but of a club 
member.  She had gone up to Superpetz on 
Ford Road and to her surprise found that the 
store chain was closing its only Michigan 
store.  That is when she saw it, a cage, a 
very nice cage and at a very very nice price.  
Not being able to resist a tremendous 
bargain, as anyone would have not been able 
to, Michelle quickly snatched it up and 
happily rolled it out to her car.  To her 
dismay she discovered it would not fit in her 
car.  No matter how she tried it just was too 
big for her car, what to do what to do?  She 
then called Kathy T. and Kathy T. 
remembered that Ranger Dave had a van 
and could possibly rescue her from her 
dilemma.  So the call went out and Ranger 
Dave Happily went to assist in any way he 
could. 

  Of course once on site the rescue 
was delayed slightly; Dave had to do a once 
around the store to see if there were any 
other bargains.  There were none and with 
the cage loaded he followed Michelle back 
to her home and helped her take the cage 
inside.  It was a nice cage and he could see 

why she could not resist buying it.  With this 
done ranger Dave happily went home 
realizing that this was the first cage he had 
ever rescued.  He was happy he could help 
out a club member in need and went merrily 
on his way to take care of his own flock. 
Remember the Rescue Rangers Motto: 
 
No Rescue to Big, No Rescue to Small, 
No Matter the Wind or the Weather, 
They Strive to Rescue Them All 

 

How to tell if 
your bird is                                                                                                                                                                                                        
sick 

By Don J. Harris, DVM 
Birds in the wild instinctively hide illness in an 

attempt to avoid predators that prey on sick or injured 
birds.  Pet birds are also just as effective in hiding illness 
as their wild counterparts, and it is up to bird owners to 
recognize subtle behavioral and physical signs that may 
indicate their birds are sick. 
Behavioral signs may include: 
• Sleeping later in the morning than usual 
• Sleeping more during the day 
• Irritability 
• Unusually compliant or passive 
• Sitting on the bottom of the cage 
• Picking at food and/or not eating at usual times 
• Eating less overall 
• Vocalizing less 
• A change in the voice or hoarseness 
• Different breathing pattern 
• Making unusual sounds when breathing 
Physical signs may include: 
• Coughing or sneezing 
• Discharge from nostrils (nares) 
• Matted eyes 
• Eyes are dull and closing excessively 
• Matted feathers on the face and head 
• Diarrhea 
• Black stools 
• A change in the white part of the droppings to another 
color such as red, yellow or green 
• Weight loss—can you feel or see the breastbone? 
• Unusual swellings, especially around the eyes 
• Irregular discoloration of the feathers 
• Feathers are “fluffed up” 
• Random or generalized loss of feathers 
• Scaling or crusting of skin 
• Increased temperature of feet or beak  
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  Any of the signs listed above, or any other 
unusual signs, may indicate your bird is sick. You should 
take immediate action by making an appointment with 
your avian veterinarian. Waiting even one day to resolve 
the problem can jeopardize the long-term outcome of 
your bird’s health. 
        Article reproduced with permission  

from Zupreem® �
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 March 17th            Educational Show 
                         Arrive at 6:00 PM for set-up 
                         Show starts at 7:00 PM  
                         Bryant Public Library 
                          22100 Michigan Ave. 
                          Dearborn, MI 48124 
      *****Our Club is Presenting This Show***** 
   *****To Raise a Donation for Our Rescue***** 
 
March 21st                 Educational Show 
                         Manor of Novi Senior Home 
                          24500 Meadowbrook Rd. 
                          Novi, MI 48375-2844 
                         Arrive at 1:00 PM for set-up 
                         Show starts at 2:00 PM 
     *****Our Club is Presenting This Show***** 
   *****To Raise a Donation for Our Rescue***** 
 
April 25th          Motor City Bird Breeders 
                                      Bird Fair 
                          $4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM 
                          Warren Community Center 
                           5460 Arden 
                           Warren, MI  48092 
******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
April 25th                    Pets & Bets 
                             1st Annual “No Kill” 
                  Animal Shelter Charity Fund Raiser 
                  Pet Adoption Marathon 1 to 4 PM (free) 
                  Pet Fashion Contest, Silent Auction 
                 Dancing, Dinner, Games, Cash Bar 
                       For more information visit 
                     http://www. petsandbets.org  
                          Bentley’s Restaurant 
                         5586 Drake Road 

                 West Bloomfield, MI 48322-1259 
   ******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
 
         
May 9th            Rainbow Feathers  
                                 Bird Fair 
                         Romulus High School 
                         9650 S. Wayne Rd. 
                         Romulus, MI 48174-1551  
 
August 2nd        Ann Arbor Companion Bird Club 
                                   Bird Fair 
                         $3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM 
                         Weber’s Inn 
                          3050 Jackson Ave 
                         Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
 
Dec. 5th                   Rio Bird Fair 
                    Free Admission 10AM to 4PM 
                       Taylor Town Trade Center 
                        22525 Ecorse Road 
                        Taylor, MI 48180 
   ******Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***** 
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     Free discount card                                                        Open 7-Days 
available to club members  
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        734-207-0489  
 

 


