Enthusiasts is
oy Pub&shmonthly by
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Feathers

Bird Club May 2009
Voleri2 Issue 5

: This newsletter
' Devoted to pet bird

Bird Droppings

UPCOMING MEETING Come join us and have your feathers preenec by
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts
DATES:

JAY 177 THIRD SUNDAY Open House  Ranbow Feathers B ol leced offers
JUNE 28" — FOURTH SUNDAY

th — , Email — sweettweeters@comcast.net
JULY 26"~ FOURTH SUNDAY PICNIC _ Vice President — Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030
Email — splafchan@twmi.rr.com
Secretary— Lanah Harris 734-229-0393
Email — lanahh@comcast.net
Treasurer and Membership Secretary —

. . Tammy Carol 734-422-5981
Non Profit club with members throughout tie Email — sweettweeters@comcast.net

tri-county area, single bird owners, or just = Board of Trustees —

thinking of getting a bird, families, breede's, Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187
eXhibitOI’S, all are welcome. ¢ Email- biqduke@comcast_net

Support scholarships for avian vet students Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517

Yearly Bird Fair Email — gtromblay174035mi@comcast.ne
Club Library for members : Mary Perva - 734-207-0489

Grooming available

Avian rescue/relocation programs ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS
Monthly meetings with programs of interest t0 WELCOME TO  ACCOMPANY THEIR  HUMAN
members. COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS. WE MEET

AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN
Monthly newsletter ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.

Periodic Service projects MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Field Trips

Educational Programs upon request Anyone interested in becoming a member please
Make-it-take-it workshops and more...... contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-maill

sweettweeters@comcast.net




EDITORS BULLETIN BOARD

Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter. All ads
and articles will be due the 1% weekend of the
month for publishing in the current month’s
newsletter. Please send all items to him at 11021
Henry Ruff Livonia, Ml 48150 or email to
splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the
newsletter — this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other
publications must be accompanied with written
permission from original publication and author; this
needs to be provided to the editor along with the
article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any
articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time
sale (baby birds, etc.). Those wishing to run ads
multiple times or for a business must purchase a
business membership.

Ask owner's permission to handle/feed
bird(s) and remember to return bird to the
owner.

Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

When bringing companion birds to club
meetings, only bring birds that you have had
vet checked and in your possession for at
least 30 days.

Clean up after yourself and your bird(s)
before you leave.

. Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or
e-mail her atbigduke@comcast.nédft you know of

any club member who is in the hospital or has lost
a loved one.
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Monthly snack list
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pilgrims. This is Baby the
cockatoo your roving
reporter. It's hard to
believe its April already and
the club’s fair is only 2 weeks
away. Time sure does fly when you're
having fun.

Well back to my report on the April
meeting. It was another great turn out with
sixty-three non-feathered and forty-one
feathered club members showing up. Stan
Johnson and family were there with their
flock of nine feathered members we also had
two newborn baby cockatiels that were only
four days old. | believe they are the
youngest feathered members we’ve ever had
at a meeting. They are the youngest ever
rescued by us that | know of. There were
new non-feathered members voted in this
month and the club keeps growing. That
means more food, fun and new friendships
for all of us.

There was one sad moment to report
though. One of our good non-feathered
friends, the caregiver of Doodles, Jose and
five other feathered members, Gary Gagnon,
has crossed over the Rainbow Bridge. We
had a moment of silence in his memory and
everyone including birds where silent.

Till next month, your friend Baby,
> > > > >3 > > > >
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Odds and ends
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Editor’'s Note
Lately we have been having some problems
with our newsletters being damaged during . 7
delivery. If this happens to you please contaet th . 8 . 8
editor by phone or e-mail for a duplicate copy. 2 %
%
.6
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May 9" Rainbow Feathers
Bird Fair
Romulus High School
9650 S. Wayne Rd.
Romulus, M| 48174-1551
May 31 Allen Park Animal Shelter
Pet Adoption Fair
Taylor Town Trade Center
22525 Ecorse Road
Taylor, MI 48180
*xxxxQur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****
June ¥ Educational Show
Waldonwood Assisted LiviHgme
2:00 PM Show 1:00 PM spt-u
331Lilley rd
(on Lilley north of CherHijll)
Canton, M| 48187
June 28 Rainbow Feathers Garage Sale
Set up at 7:00 AM Salesrom
8: AM till 4 ish at
Wwild Willie’s Chill & Grll
Middlebelt south of VanrBo
June 24 Educational Show
Christus Victor Church
10:00 AM Show 9:00 AM st
25535 Ford Road
Dearborn Heights, Ml 4812
August 2° Ann Arbor Companion Bird Club
Bird Fair
$3.00 Adm. 10AM to 4PM
Weber’s Inn
3050 Jackson Ave
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

Aug. 21, 22, 23 Ypslianti Heritage Festival
Downtown Ypslianti
For more information visit their website
http://www.ypsilantiheritagefestival.com/
*xxxxQur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

Sept. 19
Bird Fair
$4.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM
Quality Inn of Livonia
30375 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia, M| 48150
*xxxxQur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

Sept. 28" Walled Lake Pet Awareness Day
Free Adm. 10 AM to 4 PM
*xxxxQur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****
Oct. 3¢ Motor City Bird Breeders
Bird Fair
$4.00 Adm. 10AM to 5PM
Madison Place
876 Horace Brown Drive
Madison Heights, Ml 480
Please note this is a new location for the fair
Nov. 20,21,22 Michigan Family
Pet Expo
Rock Financial Showplace
46100 Grand River Ave.
Novi, Ml 48374
*xxxxQur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****
Dec. §" Rio Bird Fair
Free Admission 10AM to 4PM
Taylor Town Trade Center
22525 Ecorse Road
Taylor, MI 48180
*xxxx0Qur Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

Society of Canary and Finch Breeders



BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:

Select the right bird
for you and your
family

By Don J. Harris, DVM

Exotic birds can be delightful
pets—just ask any of the millions of
companion bird owners throughout
the world who enjoy a rewarding and
satisfying relationship with their
feathered friends. Creating a long-lasting positive
relationship with your bird may be the result of
choosing the right bird for you and your family in
the beginning. This crucial first step is part of being
a responsible pet owner, but it is often overlooked
in the rush to acquire a new bird. Identifying what
characteristics you want in a bird, and researching
different species and their characteristics can go a
long ways in helping establish a long and happy
relationship. Rarely will one bird fit more than a few
of the desired characteristics. You may acquire a
bird and expect it to speak, only to eventually
realize this particular species never talks. Others
may discover that a large colorful macaw is also a
large intolerably noisy creature. Many potential
owners have expectations that cannot possibly be
fulfilled by the species they choose. The best way
to obtain the “perfect” pet is to first determine which
characteristics are most important to you. Then
shop for the bird that fits those criteria. Certain
species arise as leaders in a variety of categories,
and this list can be used as a starting point in
making your choice. Remember, there are always
exceptions, so once you have narrowed down your
decision to a particular species, look at the parents
and gather information from the breeder about an
individual bird’s behavior.

Appearance

Finches, Macaws, Eclectus, Lories, Toucans
Speaking ability

African Grey, Amazon, Mynah

Natural vocalization (song)

Canary, Cockatiel

Intelligence

African Grey

Social attributes

Cockatoo, Budgie, Cockatiel

Small size

Canary, Finch, Budgie, Lovebird, Cockatiel

Low maintenance

Amazon and smaller

Cleanliness

Most smaller species

Some bird owners may want to avoid certain
“unpopular” characteristics like those listed below.
Others may not see these same characteristics as
undesirable. It's up to bird owners to weigh all
characteristics of a species or an individual bird to
make the best decision.

Loud

Macaws, Cockatoos

Messy

Macaws, Mynahs, Toucans

Aggressive

Female Eclectus, Male Amazons

In the end, individuals interested in owning a bird
should first decide what they expect from a pet bird.
Once this question is answered, an appropriate
species can be identified and researched. Only
then can the potential for a long and mutually

beneficial relationship be realized.
This article was reprinted with permission from Zupreem®



Make Nutritious Nuggets

80%

of Your
Bird's Diet

Switch Your Bird
to a JuPreem
Awian Diet Today

* FrultBlend ° Flaver - Fun iy ool regee
= AvianMaintenance ™ Natural - 'Wivdesome rgeets with fresh ground vegse
* AvianEntries th o

Go to ZuPreem.com/conversion.
Let us help you get your bird
on a healthier diet.

ZuPrasm.com m 1-B00-345-4T67
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Free discount card
available to club members

Open 7-Day
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734-207-0489
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