Feathery

Bird Club

Bird Droppings

UPCOMING MEETING

DATES:

AUGUST 24™ — FOURTH SUNDAY
SEPT 6" — FIRST SATURDAY 700
OCTOBER 26™ — FOURTH SUNDAY

RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB
Who we are and what we are about
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Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:
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ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS. WE
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN
IN GARDEN CITY. MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.
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EDITORS BULLETIN BOARD

Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter. All ads
and articles will be due the 1* of the month for
publishing in the current month’s newsletter.

Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff,
Livonia, Ml 48150 or email them to him at
splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the
newsletter — this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other
publications must be accompanied with written
permission from original publication and author; this
needs to be provided to the editor along with the
article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any
articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time
sale (baby birds, etc.). Those wishing to run ads
multiple times or for a business must purchase a
business membership.

% Ask owner's permission to handle/feed
bird(s) and remember to return bird to the
owner.

%  Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

« When bringing companion birds to club
meetings, only bring birds that you have had
vet checked and in your possession for at
least 30 days.

+ Clean up after yourself and your bird(s)

before you leave.
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CLUB WELFARE
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Please contact Dottie Kennedy at 734-525-6833 if
you know of any club member who is in the hospital
or has lost a loved one.
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Monthly snack list
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The day of the picnic was as
good as is gets, perfect temperature, lots of
fantastic food, a grill to die for (thanks to Lance
and Pam) and a fantastic turnout made this an
overwhelming success. It could not have been
any better and if you missed it you missed an
absolutely perfect day. There was no club
business discussed just the members enjoying
the day, the food and each other’s company.
We always have fun at our picnics but this year
was the biggest turnout we have ever had and
it seems that all of our functions are steadily
increasing in attendance. Our club is growing
by leaps and bounds and | am glad to see this
type of growth, it is better than | could have
ever imagined and it is AWESOME to see this
happening. | would also like to give a huge
thank you to Pam and Lance for allowing us to
take their very incredible grill for its maiden
voyage. | want to adopt it, it made the grilling
much easier and faster, also thanks to Lance
for helping out with the grilling it was greatly
appreciated by yours truly. We also have
many other things coming up in the future, on
August 23 on the grounds of Wild Willy’s Bar is
where we will be holding our garage sale to
benefit the club, September 21 we have a
space in Walled Lake at their Pet Awareness
Day and November 14, 15, 16 is the Pet Expo
so our calendar is very full but we can do it.
Remember this month is a make it and
take it meeting. Simple play stands and toys
will be made by members and guests to take



home with them. We will also be holding a
special raffle to help offset cost of the pet expo
featuring a portable play stand made by
Ranger Steve so bring a nice item to add to our
raffle to make it a success. | would like to
close with a thank you to all those who
attended the picnic and made it the wonderful
day it was for our members and guests, you
guys are the best!!!

Until Next Time

Your Prez
Dave
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PET EXPO

We've received our
application for the Pet
Expo in Novi; the
dates and hours are
Friday, November 14, 1-9pm; Saturday,
November 15, 10am-7pm; and Sunday,
November 16%, 10am-6pm. | will have a sign-up
sheet at August's and October’s meetings, since
we have the field trip in September. We need
everyone that is going to come and work to sign
up. The club has to purchase additional
nametags and parking passes for those who are
working. If you can't make the meetings, please
call Dave or me to let us know you want to
attend. We will have the same space this year




that we had last year although it may not be an
independent island.

For those of you who want to look around at the
Expo, you can come early or stay after your
scheduled time. The schedule will be the same
as last year. Set-up will be Friday morning 8am-
noon, with Friday’s show schedule 1-3pm, 3-
6pm, and 6-9pm. Saturday’s schedule is 10am-
1pm, 1-4pm, and 4-7pm. Sunday’s schedule is
10am-1pm, 1-4pm, 4-6pm, and after it closes we
will need help to clear out our space.

Tammy
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== Out and About with

Pookie



Busy, busy, busy, very, very busy,
this is the only way to describe the past
few months for us. We have been at two
bird shows for the club, the club picnic; art
and street fairs in the cities of Northville,
Livonia, Plymouth, Birmingham and
Southfield. | must proffer accolades to the
afore mentioned communities for their
forward thinking and pet friendly policies.
Unlike the festivals mentioned in last
month’s article, pets of all types are
welcomed and encouraged to attend these
events.

JB has finally assumed the full
position of being a sweet and snuggly
bird, all my hard work has paid off. Yes,
you heard me, my hard work. | know all of
you think it’s Steve who does the training
but in fact it’s me and Sparky who are the
trainers. | just let Steve think he’s the
trainer when in reality we’re training him.
So please, we have to keep this little secret
from him so he doesn’t catch on. I've also
shown Tyler how to train Steve to respond
to a cow bell and it works perfectly. All
Tyler has to do now is ring the bell and
Steve gets up and fills his food dish, piece
of cake. He has just been way too easy to
manipulate.

What fun the picnic was. There was
a lot of good food to eat: some of my
favorites were the tortellini and the cream
puffs. | also sampled the watermelon and
some potato chips. JB spent the day with
Michelle so | was able to flirt a little with
that cute guy Jazz. | should also mention
the great showing by the cockatoo
contingent of our club, Ricky, Whinny and

Angle they all did a wonderful job of
representing our club.

Well it’s time for me to sign off so
remember everyone: support pet friendly
festivals and let the fuzz hang out. Dare to
be bare!

Chirps and Squawks
Pookie

#pPo YopoLkTir=o¢ e k=P
* Y2 Yo

%P

RESCUE RANGERS
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After shaking off all the twists and
turns in the HUH zone at Almont our
rangers were called out to another rescue
run. Alas it was not the kind of run that
they wanted to go on because it was one of a
very sad nature. A month earlier they had
made someone’s dream come true by
adopting to him a Congo African Grey. This
had been his dream bird and it gave our
rangers great joy to fulfill a person’'s dream.
It had given them a spring in their step to
do this and it was extra special because he
was a club member. Sadly though, the joy
would only last a month. Many people never
see a dream come true at all, however his



did, and for a month this bird enjoyed the
spoiling, love and attention showered on him
by his new owner. 1t was something this
gray was not used to but ate it up all the
more. Sadly Ranger Dave received the
heartbreaking call from his daughter
informing him that his health was failing and
he was not expected to live through the
night. 1t was sometime that night he was
given his own set of wings so he could soar
like the bird he once cared for. Thus came
the call and with heavy hearts our rangers
flew back to flint to take not only his
African Grey but also his Cockatiel into
foster care once again.

This story does have a happy ending
though. Both the African Grey and the
Cockatiel have found new loving forever
homes and we the club members have
another Guardian Angel watching over us.

/%5 This edition of rescue rangers is
( dedicated to the memory of
' Ross Breckenridge.
E\l [ We will miss you.

Stay tuned for our next installment of The
Rescue Rangers Bad Day In Britton!

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:
IIOI R <( ] R _8
'00= (( 7/ S

K B'0< 0 S
K. C .S
' C B

0. "=/ . -#9
=" </ CK(. 7/ . -#9
0C(( COo. ( TN
/& - #6
KOO C( 0KO/ 7

< (/0 LO= 0KO/ >
& 0/ .<COo" 0KO/ %
_K.""(1cc 0KO/ :
1" ' 00 1CC ( 0KO/ #$
LAl LAl L} ] -Bll( ( OKO/#8
o¢ " . 0KO/ 7$
B Cc.L=CB.=' 0KO/ 7
W o KOS 7

RESCUE UPDATE

For the first time in a long
time the rescue news is
minimal. We did bring 6
birds into the rescue but also
adopted out 5 birds to new homes. The
adopted birds were two lovebirds, two
budgies and Coco an umbrella cockatoo.
Coco went to his new home with a cage,
playstand and lots of toys. Our thanks
again go out to our club members for
making the rescue the success it is. We
couldn’t do it without your assistance,



donations and participation in our monthly

raffles.

COOKBOOK

Whenever we have
potlucks there are always
dishes that someone asks
3 about for the recipe. So,

just like a lot of churches

have cookbooks it has been
decided we're going to put together a
bird club cookbook.

Please send recipes for the
cookbook to Vicky Elster at
VJElster@aol.com, or give them to her at
a club meeting. We would like to have
all the recipes in by September; this will
give us plenty of time to have the
cookbooks printed for the pet expo.

GARAGE SALE

WE have scheduled
our garage sale for Aug.23", it will be
held at Wild Willie’s Chill & Grill (Lance’s
Bar). Wild Willie's is located on the east
side of Middlebelt road about "2 of a mile
south of Van Born.

Lance allows us to borrow his tent
for the sale but we have to help set it up
and take it down. We also need tables to
put sale items on.

Set up will be at 7:00am for an 8:00am
start for the sale. We sure could use
some help setting up the tent. If you
can assist in this enjoyable event please
consider doing so.

All donations you make to the sale
are tax deductible and will be
appreciated. Any items not sold at the
sale will be donated to the Salvation
Army at the end of the day.

Upcoming Events
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How to manage your
bird’s excessive
territoriality

By Liz Wilson,CVT

In the wild, a parrot’s territorial
instinct is extremely strong, because he
must protect his territory from invasion. You
may also see this territoriality in action in
your companion bird. When your bird drives
everyone away from his turf, he is
exhibiting excessive territoriality, and if
unchecked, this behavior can become a
serious problem that threatens your bird’s
future as a companion animal.

Some bird enthusiasts feel parrots should
be allowed to be territorial around their
cages, but most behavior consultants
disagree. It is also not fair to assume that
your bird must be at your every beck and
call, coming out for interaction whenever it
suits your schedule. Just as children are
allowed privacy in their own rooms, parrots
should have the right to decline human
interaction. Experienced caretakers
recognize this through careful observation
of psittacine body language, and they
respect a bird’s privacy by not approaching
during

these times.

Excessively territorial companion
parrots act like they outrank everyone in
their flocks. To resolve this
misunderstanding, you should establish
nonaggressive controls by patterning your
bird to respond to simple commands like
“up” and “down.” Daily training sessions
should happen in a neutral room, or in an
area the bird doesn’t consider his own, and
on a neutral perch such as the back of a

%

chair. Once the bird is responding to
commands, you can start moving the
training perch slowly out of the neutral area
and into the area of your bird’s cage. By
moving a few inches at a time and then
working again on the commands, you can
make certain your bird responds correctly.
Then, praise him for his good behavior.
Once in view of your bird’s cage, training
may become more difficult, but with
patience and consistency, most birds will
respond again to the commands. When the
cage is finally reached, you can step the
bird into it with the “down” command, then
immediately pick it up with the “up”
command. Repeating this several times will
teach your parrot that the commands also
work in and around his cage. Repeat this
process on the cage top and on any other
of your bird’s favorite

hangouts. Once your bird is trained, and he
wants out of his cage, he must step onto
the hand when you say “up.” Do not just

Make Nutritious Nuggets
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Switch Your Bird
to a SuPreem
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Go to ZuPreem.com/conversion.
et us help you get your bird
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open the cage door and let him come out 1449 W. Ann
on his own, or he might conclude that he is Arbor Road [ 4 \
in control again. Continue to use the * Plymouth, CA"T I ON
commands every day, to remind him that M1 48170
the rules are still in force. By following 734-453-
these easy training techniques and 6930 HBEH PﬂTROLLEb
handling your parrot in a firm, loving, Fax: 734- :’_\
unaggressive and consistent manner, you 453-7127 ]
can keep control of your headstrong bundle M-F 10-7:30
of feathers and maintain a mutually loving * Sat 10-6 *
relationship. sun 12-4
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BITE ME BIRD TOYS
Tony & Edie Riojas
13521 Garfield * Redford, M1 48239
313-535-3831
bitemebirdtoys.com

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL
29157 Schoenherr * Warren, M1 48314
586-751-3350

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER
24360 Novi Road * Novi, M1 48375
248-348-1788
24 HOUR EMERGENCY * Novi

265 E. 2" St. * Rochester, M1 48307

NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL 248-651-1788
Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M. Nights, Weekends, Holidays * Rochester
17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, M1 48076 www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

248-557-7773

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP
1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, M1 48302

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL 548-334-6877

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.
509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, M1 48170
734-451-2870

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.




DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages
1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, M1 48154
734-513-6060

http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/




