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RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB
Who we are and what we are about
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Non Profit club with members throughout the
tri-county area, single bird owners, or just
thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders,
exhibitors, all are welcome.

Support scholarships for avian vet students
Yearly Bird Fair

Yearly Pet Expo

Club Library for members

Grooming available

Avian rescue/relocation programs

Monthly meetings with programs of interest to
members.

Monthly newsletter

Periodic Service projects

Field Trips

Educational Programs upon request
Make-it-take-it workshops

And more.......

Come join us and have your feathers preened by
other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

This newsletter
Devoted to pet bird
Enthusiasts is
Published monthly by
The Rainbow Feathers
Bird club of Michigan
(a501(c)3 club)

September 2008
Volume 11 Issue 9
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President — Dave Carol 734-422-5981
Email — sweettweeters@comcast.net

< Vice President — Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030

Email — splafchan@twmi.rr.com
Secretary — Lanah Harris 734-229-0393

Email —lanahh@comcast.net
Treasurer and Membership Secretary —

Tammy Carol 734-422-5981

Email — sweettweeters@comcast.net
Board of Trustees —

Kathy Tromblay 734-941-1517

Email — gtromblay174035mi@comcast.net

Mary Perva — 734-207-0489

Rosemary Medve-313-593-4386

ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN
COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS. WE
MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443
MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN
IN GARDEN CITY. MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.



Anyone interested in becoming a member please
contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail
sweettweeters@comcast.net

EDITORS BULLETIN BOARD
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Monthly snack list

SEPT. — FIELD TRIP No Meeting

OCT. — 1) Beverly Sholar & Brent Beavers
2) Marie Keehl & Tom Pokryfky

NOV. — PET EXPO

From the

prez:

WHEW!! That was a busy
weekend with the garage sale on Saturday and

the meeting on Sunday | am still trying to
figure out how we did it all, it makes my head
spin. The important thing is that we did it and
| would like to thank all those who donated
stuff for the sale and to all those who helped
on the day of the sale we could not have done
it without you and considering the economy
the way it is it was a success. Also, it great to
see the meetings growing like they are we
always have a great turnout and everyone has
fun, especially all those who like to see a
variety of our feathered children from big to
small we have them all. Our club is what some
have described as vibrant and alive and it is
this that attracts new members along with the
old to come to our meetings and keep coming
back, we are always glad to see you there. We
are going to be very busy with our Toledo Zoo



trip on Saturday September 6t the Pet
Awareness day in Walled Lake on Sunday
September 21st and the Pet Expo on the 14th,
15t and 16t of November our plate is very full
but we can do it because we all pitch in and
come together to make whatever we do a
success and it show. It shows by the response
of the public to our group and the overall
good time had by the people who show up and
donate their time to these efforts, you guys
are the greatest.

| would also like to extend a huge thank
you to Lance for the use of Wild Willy’s parking
lot for our garage sale and the use of his tent
also. With the temperature hitting 93 the tent
saved us from getting baked like a bunch of
lobsters. Also if you want the best subs and
burgers you have to stop by Wild Willy’s, the
food is EXCELLENT, the company fantastic and
everyone had fun. Everyone was tired but we
all had fun, especially the club shoppers, you
know who you are. ©

So | hope to see you at the October
meeting where the plans will be finalized for
the pet expo, remember we need to know if
you plan on helping out so we can get extra
badges and parking passes for this event.
Time for working are not set in stone so if you
want to come earlier and stay later we will be
more than happy to have you, (and so will the
people in attendance). So lets give ourselves a
hardy HIP-HIP-HOORAY for all the good things
happening to our club, it is all because of you,

Until Next Time,
Your Prez,
Dave

Voice of the Veep

What a great meeting! The “Make it and
Take it” toy and play stand club meeting
was as successful this year as it has been
in years past. It certainly appeared to me
everyone was enjoying themselves.

| know the meeting was a bit chaotic
with the warm weather and the broken
elevator, however these things became a
mere inconvenience because of the way
the club members pitched in to help out.
A big THANK YOU goes out to all our club
members for making our guests feel
welcome and for all the assistance in
making play stands. A special thanks goes
from me to Daniel and Stan (the PVC
cutting crew) for their help, if it wasn’t for
them | surely would have collapsed. | also
must say thanks for all the great raffle
items and for the generous participation of
all our club members. The proceeds from
this will help fund out entry fees at the pet
expo and our rescue.

We had a great turn out of club
members for the garage sale the day
before the meeting. Kudos to everyone
who helped out on that very “hot” day we
had lots of help setting up, tearing down
and the lending of tables for the sale.
Which brings a question to mind: Why do
we always seem to schedule our garage
sale on the hottest day of the year?

September 21st is the Pet Awareness
Day in Walled Lake, Dave and | will be
there setting up a screen tent about 9:00
AM. We will be promoting the club and
our rescue, so plan and joining us even if
it’s just to stop by for a visit to say “hi”.



Hopefully it will be warm enough for me to
bring Pookie, Sparky and JB.

Remember there is no meeting at
the church this month because of the field
trip to the Toledo Zoo. See you in
October.

Your Veep
Steve

PET EXPO

We've received our

application for the Pet \
Expo in Novi; the dates and hours are Friday,
November 14t 1-9pm; Saturday, November 15t
10am-7pm; and Sunday, November 16%, 10am-
6pm. | will have a sign-up sheet at August’s and
October’s meetings, since we have the field trip
in September. We need everyone that is going
to come and work to sign up. The club has to
purchase additional nametags and parking
passes for those who are working. If you can't
make the meetings, please call Dave or me to let
us know you want to attend. We will have the
same space this year that we had last year
although it may not be an independent island.

For those of you who want to look around at the
Expo, you can come early or stay after your
scheduled time. The schedule will be the same
as last year. Set-up will be Friday morning 8am-
noon, with Friday’s show schedule 1-3pm, 3-
6pm, and 6-9pm. Saturday’s schedule is 10am-
1pm, 1-4pm, and 4-7pm. Sunday’s schedule is
10am-1pm, 1-4pm, 4-6pm, and after it closes we
will need help to clear out our space.

Tammy

Out and About with
Pookie

How do you train your companion
human? This is a question often received by
me from other feathered club members.
There are many different methods which can
be employed but please be aware not all
things work on all humans.

First of all negative reinforcement,
like biting, doesn’t work on companion
humans. Biting is the worst type of training
you can use. It causes many adverse
reactions such as, jerking of their hand,
wearing of gloves, being put into your cage
and covered, forced to a “time out” spot, and
the worst of all: the bringing out of the
dreaded towel. As you can see biting should
be avoided. What should you do then?

There are a number of different things
that work and please be aware not all of
these methods work on all humans, you will
have to test and see what works best for you.
If you’re hungry, birdie kisses are very
effective in training your human to share
whatever they are eating. When you’re on
your cage loud noises are very effective for
getting your human to pick you up. You
must be very careful not to over do
screaming because this can cause a less
receptive human to resort to a spray bottle or
covering your cage. If you are lucky enough
to have a noisy toy or a cow bell in your
cage these items are extremely effective in
getting your human to respond to your
needs.

These methods work best if they are
used only for a single purpose. What do |
mean by this? Let’s say your food dish is
empty and your human is watching
television; Start ringing your cow bell
loudly, he will be unable to hear the TV.
This causes him to come to your cage to see



what’s wrong, you have to then run to your
empty food dish so he notices that its empty
(they can be a little slow sometimes.) When
they make the connection between ringing
the bell and the empty dish, Walla! You
now have a sure fire way to have you dish
filled upon request. Other methods of
training include, but are not limited to, the
feather chew, the butt wiggle, the poop
squirt, the wing flap, the pellet toss, the high
pitched whistle, and the fruit throw (very
effective with grapes, strawberries, bananas
and blueberries).

Try the bell ring method out and see
how it works for you on your human. My
space is limited in this months column so |
will be going into more detail about the
other methods in future articles.

Chirps and Squawks
Pookie

Odds and ends
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T-Shirts

@ Tammy is putting together
i another t-shirt order. If you
would like her to order one
for you please call her at 734-941-1517
by Oct.1st and tell her what size and color
you would like. This will give her enough
time to have your shirt made up with the
club logo by the Oct. club meeting.

RESCUE UPDATE

The adoption side of our
rescue was low this month
mainly because we have
managed to home almost all
the birds in the rescue.
There were three adoptions; Lil’ Bird a
white faced cockatiel, Punkin a charcoal



pied cockatiel and Quakey a quaker
parakeet who was found outside. They all
went to new homes with cages, toys, and
food thanks to the generosity of you, our
club members.

The rescue side however has been
very active. | can’t divulge what birds are
in the rescue right now, however | will say

if you are interested in adopting a larger
bird contact a member of the board to find

out what is available. Although they are all
still in their quarantine period right now,
we just might have that special bird you’ve
been waiting for.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:

CHUCK JAMIESON OCT.1
TANYA O’CONNOR OCT.1
EDITH RIOJAS OCT. 7
JUDY DRENNON OCT. 8
BRIGETTE FELIX OCT. 15
STEVE PLAFCHAN OCT. 17
JOE GILLIGAN OCT. 19
DIANA DJORDJEVIL OCT. 20
JAN HARTZ OCT. 21
PATRICIA RICHARDSON OCT. 22
BARRY SCHOENFELNER OCT. 24
KATY VEHILL OCT. 28
JOY GAYMER OCT. 28

SHARON SCHOENFELNER OCT. 31

The Houseguest

A short story by Bud Gerigar
Episode 1
Hints

The first clues of his presence were
very subtle; in point of fact | had failed to
even recognize them as clues at all. What
am | referring to? Here are some examples.
One day my computer started to make a
strange grinding noise. | would tap the side
of the case and it would stop. “Ah ha!” |
exclaimed “it’s a fan bearing”. | opened the
computer case and oiled all the fans.
Another day, when starting up the computer
in the morning, the sound wasn’t working.
After checking and rechecking all the
software settings | hooked up an old set of
speakers. Walla!! The sound worked, so my
speakers had failed. This was odd but I still
thought nothing of it. While removing the
failed speaker system | found a wire cut in
two. Blaming Greyfeather, my parrot, for
this damage was logical because under the
desk is one of her favorite spots. | must
admit it was hard to blame her but who else
could it have been. A few days after that my
computer keyboard stopped working in the
middle of the day. This time an extension
cable to the keyboard was cut in two. It
couldn’t have been Greyfeather or any of
my birds because none of them had been
out. Who had sabotaged my computer? |
truly didn’t know. Was it one of the birds?
Maybe | had done it accidentally without
knowing it. Was my home being visited by
an alien, or possibly a troll, or some sort of
gremlin?

A week or two had passed and
everything was normal. Content with no
computer issues and forgetting now about
prior strange occurrences, | suddenly saw
something streak across the floor out of the
corner of my eye. | turned and looked but
nothing was there. Did I really see
something or was it a flashback from the



60’s? | just wasn’t sure. Did | imagine what
| saw? Again | just couldn’t be sure. It was
shortly after this experience when an

epiphany occurred.
To be continued.

Upcoming Events
Sept.20™ Finch Breeders of Michigan
Bird Fair
Quality Inn of Livonia
Plymouth Rd Between
Middlebelt & Merriman
Sept. 21° Walled Lake Pet Awareness Day
Walled Lake, Ml
1lam to 4pm
*** Qur club has a booth at this event***

Oct. 4™ Motor City Bird Breeders
Bird Fair and Expo
Warren Community Center
5460 Arden
Warren, M1 48129

Nov. 14 to16™  Pet Expo

Rock Financial Center

Novi, Ml

***Qur club has a booth at this event***

Rio Bird Fair

Taylor Town Trade Center
22525 Ecorse Rd.

Taylor, M1 48180

***Qur club has a booth at this event***

Dec 13"

BUZZ'S BEAUTIES

Hello, Buzz
Here (some may
know me as
Buzzsaw, how rude)
none the less [ have
taken inspiration
from Pookie and decided to write a column
for her news letter. She does write this
newsletter doesn’t she? Anyway, I sent
out an Email to all the human owning
parrots in the club and had them Email
me their favorites and least favorites in

several categories. This is how it panned
out:

e Favorite country artist, Tracy Byrd

» Favorite country song and also
Dance, Tennessee Bird Walk, those
southern parrots can really shake a
tail feather.

e Least Favorite Country Song,
Birddog

e Favorite TV Personality, David
Canary

» Least TV personality Favorite, any
person who’s name starts with Cat
or Kat obvious reasons.

e Favorite Oldies group, The Byrds

» Least Favorite Oldies group, The
Stray Cats, again this should be
obvious.

e Favorite Rock song, Freebird

e Least Favorite, Stray Cat Strut,
Don’t have to spell it out do I.

e Favorite Broadway Musical, Bye,
Bye, Birdie

» Least Favorite Broadway Musical,
Cats, Oh Pa-leeze, think about it.

e Favorite Movie, Paulie, any movie
starring a parrot should have gotten
an Academy Award, he was robbed!

e Least Favorite Movie, To Kill a
Mocking bird, just the title gives me
the willies’s killing a bird just isn’t
right!

Well I had better go before I get caught on
the computer. This is just one list that I
will be presenting from time to time so
stay tuned for the next one at a later date
and parrot buddies big and small keep
sending me those Emails, just don’t get
caught.

Your feathered buddy

Buzz.
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RESCUE RANGERS
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The Rangers were still shaking off the last
rescue run from Flint when the call came
in for a run of a different sort, one that
would be an eye opener for our heroes. It
was the kind of day that made you want to
tip toe through the tulips, dance through
the daffodils, carouse through the crocus
and hop through the hyacinths, the kind of
spring day that gives one spring fever in
the worst way. This time the call would be
not to rescue but to pick up cages that
were left at a house with hopes the rescue
could use them. So our Rangers mounted
up not one but two rescue mobiles to haul
these cages back. Like pirates with a
treasure map our heroes made off to
collect the booty (that’s pirate talk for
treasure and stuff, what were you
thinking?). They made their way out to
Britton and let’s get any, off to see the
queen jokes, out of the way right now.
Ok, with that out of the way lets continue
with our story. The Rangers as always
zipped past the street but anyone could
have missed a poorly marked dirt road
that appeared to be nothing more than a
trail through a field, right? Well, back to
our story.

Turning down the road they came
upon a very old farmhouse with three

barns that were in desperate need of
repair. It was the type of house that looked
to be a perfect place to be haunted. The
Munsters or Addams family would have
been proud to call this place home. The
rangers were met shortly after their arrival
by the people who had purchased this
house and were in the process of
renovating it. The house had belonged to
the woman'’s Great Grandparents and the
former owner had left the house for the
bank to foreclose on with everything
inside, including bird cages. As the
rangers entered the first barn their spirits
sank lower than the Titanic, every cage
was either rusted or altered for breeding,
drat! Let’s try the next barn, once again,
drat! We only have one barn left
exclaimed Steve, | sure hope we find
something the rescue can use remarked
Dave but what they were to find sent cold
shivers down their spines. There were
cages alright but in two of them were the
twisted skeletal remains of two birds.
Both of our Rangers gasped in horror it
seems that these birds were thrown into
the barn and forgotten about. They both
were by food dishes as if to say they were
desperate for the food that would never
come. Oh how could anyone do
something like this, it was like being in a
horror chamber with no way out. Being
the brave sort that our rangers are they
investigated further. One bird was
definitely some kind of Cockatoo the
remaining white flight feathers were the
give away. The other was just a twisted
skeleton; a sad reminder of the horror they



both had gone through. In the end there
was nothing our Ranges could salvage but
a few perches and both of them vowed to
fight this type of cruelty wherever it
happened because they are The Rescue

Stay glued to this channel for our next
installment of The Rescue Rangers
Heartbreak in Howell!

Establishing Control
with Nurturing

Guidance
; By Liz Wilson, CVT
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Why
Home-Cooked Foods
May Not Meet Your
Bird's Nutritional Needs

Take the guesswork out of feeding your bird.
Offer him healthy balanced ZuPreem® nuggets.

+ 11 ¥itamins & Minerals
B * Naturally Presarved
+ Great Taste
: * Complete & Balanced

See all AuPreem® Avian Diets
on ZuPreem.com and choose the nght one
for vou ancd your bird,

ZuPresm.com m 1-800-345- 4767
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BITE ME BIRD TOYS
Tony & Edie Riojas
13521 Garfield * Redford, M1 48239
313-535-3831
bitemebirdtoys.com

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER
24360 Novi Road * Novi, M1 48375

248-348-1788
24 HOUR EMERGENCY * Novi
265 E. 2" St. * Rochester, M1 48307
248-651-1788
Nights, Weekends, Holidays * Rochester
www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.
17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, M1 48076
248-557-7773

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP
1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, M1 48302
248-334-6877

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.
509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, M1 48170
734-451-2870

Free discount card
available to club members

Open 7-Days

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES
Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages
1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, M1 48154
734-513-6060

http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.
1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, M1 48170
734-453-6930
Fax: 734-453-7127
M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL
29157 Schoenherr * Warren, M1 48314
586-751-3350
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